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'Care  signs 
must  come 
down,  says 
Statutory 
Committee 


Vkks  have  made  a  stand  against  colds. 


We  want  to  make  sure  that  our  range  of 
coughs  and  colds  products  move  even  faster 
this  winter  That's  why  we've  made  these 
attractive  display  units.  And  to  say  thank 
you  for  your  assistance  we've  continued 
an  incentives  scheme  for  display  of 
Vick  Vapour  Rub,  Vicks  Sinex,  Vicks  Inhaler, 
Vicks  Cough  Syrup,  Vicks  Lozenges, 
Vicks  Formula  44  and  Vicks  Praims. 


From  mid-October  we've  been  running 
extensive  television  advertising,  with 
exciting  new  commercials,  which  means 
only  one  thing. 

They're  going  to  sell  fast. 

So  take  a  stand  in  your  shop  this  winter, 
a  stand  against  colds. 

Vicks-comforts  for  colds. 
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E.  Merck,  Darmstadt  Please  contact  our 

Western  Germany  local  affiliate  company 

for  further  information : 


BDH  Chemicals  Ltd.  Telephone  Telex  41186 

Merck  Industrial  Chemicals  Parkstone  745520 

Poole  /  Dorset  (std.  code  0202) 
BH 12  4  NN 
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One  effect  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Statutory  Committee's 
decision  on  Care  Chemists  is  that 
signs  will  have  to  be  taken  down 
(see  p  806) 
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For you 

Dispensing  generic  levodopa  prescriptions 
means  a  fresh  decision  every  time— it 
doesn't  happen  often  enough  to  form  a 
habit.  But  Larodopa  is  levodopa  in  a  form 
that  is  convenient  for  you  because  the 
double  scored  500mg. tablet  will  fit,  simply, 
into  any  dosage  regime:  and, as  Larodopa  is 
the  most  economical  presentation  of 
levodopa, you  will  be  fully 
reimbursed  by  the  Pricing  Bureau. 


For  the  patient 

Larodopa  tablets  are  double  scored  and  can 
be  broken  into  halves  or  quarters,  thus  pro- 
viding the  versatility  of  dosage  necessary 
for  the  effective  management  of  Parkin- 
sonism. Which  means  one  less  worry  for  a 
patient  who  has  quite  enough  to  worry  about. 
Further  information  is  available  on 
request  from:  Roche  Products  Limited 

15  Manchester  Square    /  v 

London  W1M6AR        <  ROCHE  > 
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Down  with  Care! 


^are,  the  name  conceived  as  the  symbol  to  unite  and 
dentify  independent  chemists,  is  illegitimate.  That,  in 
issence,  is  the  judgment  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Statutory  Committee  which  this  week 
ieiivered  a  reserved  decision  on  the  Care  advertise- 
nent  in  the  Daily  Mirror  of  January  24  (see  p  806). 

"Care",  in  conjunction  with  "chemist",  refers  to  the 
jrofessional  services  of  a  pharmacist  and  implies  an 
nvidious  distinction  between  chemists  who  care  and 
hose  who  do  not,  the  Committee  maintains, 
rherefore,  the  "Care  chemist"  signs  must  come  down 
jr  those  who  display  them  may  have  to  face  the 
:onsequences  —  and  their  conduct  could  be  regarded 
3s  rendering  them  unfit  to  be  on  the  Register. 

Undoubtedly  most  retail  pharmacists  will  heed  the 
*A/arning  and  comply  with  the  Committee's  direction, 
rhus,  Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd  is  left  as  a 
symbol  group  without  a  symbol  where  it  matters  — 
at  point  of  sale  —  and  must  begin  again  if  it  wishes  to 
unite  the  independents  behind  a  name  that  is 
dentifiable  by  the  general  public. 

The  Committee's  decision  completely  vindicates 
those  who  have  criticised  the  Care  title  from  the 
DUtset.  However,  it  is  a  decision  that  can  bring  little 
ioy  to  anyone  except  independent  pharmacy's  com- 
mercial opponents.  Competitive  wholesalers  and 
group  buying  schemes  have  been  handed  a  "lead" 
that  it  may  be  impossible  for  ICML  to  make  up,  and 
the  "once  bitten"  Care  member  may  be  reluctant  to 
throw  his  weight  behind  a  new  name. 

If  a  change  of  symbol  were  deemed  unacceptable, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Care  name  could  continue 
to  be  used  in  the  face  of  the  Statutory  Committee's 
ruling,  since  its  very  appearance  in  the  context  of 
"pharmacy  premises"  might  be  taken,  by  the  Com- 
mittee's own  argument,  to  provide  the  basis  of  an 
invidious  distinction.  Even  in  advertising,  the  use  of 
the  name  is  worse  than  useless  in  the  absence  of  an 
indication  of  the  type  of  outlet  —  remembering  that 
ICML  set  out  to  prove  to  the  public  that  the  indepen- 
dent chemist  generally  is  someone  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  terms  of  value  for  money. 


Apart  from  Care  members'  problems,  the  Statutory 
Committee's  decision  on  Monday  contains  some 
views  that  are  not  altogether  helpful  to  the  retail 
pharmacist  generally.  They  will  not  be  pleased  to  hear 
such  an  authoritative  Committee  expressing  the  view 
that  a  pharmacist  selling  "uncontrolled"  goods  in  his 
shop  is  "a  mere  trader"  and  not  providing  a  service. 
Leaving  aside  the  fact  that  retailing  itself  is  universally 
accepted  as  a  "service"  industry,  the  pharmacist  is 
expected  by  his  customers  to  be  a  little  less  commer- 
cially biased  in  his  trading  than  others,  a  little  more 
certain  to  sell  reliable  merchcndise  —  simply  because 
he  is  a  pharmacist. 

The  Committee  has  also  gone  beyond  the  judgment 
of  "Care"  in  relation  to  "chemist"  by  ascribing  "an  air 
of  vulgarity"  to  the  advertising.  "Vulgar"  by  what 
standards?  The  words  complained  of  are  "offering  you 
a  number  of  super  specials"  and  "put  a  Care  chemist 
on  your  shopping  list".  Those  may  be  "vulgar"  to 
professional  ears  —  but  the  advertising  was  not  aimed 
at  the  profession,  it  was  aimed  at  the  consumer. 

If  the  consumer  believed  that  such  words  "debase 
the  professional  status"  of  their  trusted  pharmacist 
they  would  shop  and  have  their  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed elsewhere.  In  other  words,  the  advertising 
would  be  counter-productive,  but  we  have  seen  no 
evidence  that  such  is  the  case.  If  the  consumer  does 
not  react  in  that  way,  the  profession  is  surely  not 
"debased". 

Resentment 

With  hindsight,  the  pharmacists  who  had  a  hand  in 
adopting  the  name  Care  may  regret  their  decision. 
That  it  would  arouse  a  measure  of  resentment,  if  not 
outright  hostility,  among  those  who  would  be  "non- 
Care"  chemists  should  have  been  foreseen  —  even  if 
the  scale  of  opposition  and  its  influence  could  not  be. 

The  ICML  directors  now  have  an  uphill  battle, 
possibly  to  introduce  a  new  trading  title,  but  certainly 
to  make  sure  that  the  considerable  capital  investment 
of  the  Care  wholesalers,  not  to  mention  of  many  Care 
retailers,  is  safeguarded  and  still  used  to  improve  the 
independent  chemists'  commercial  viability. 


Post  Scripts 

The  programme  said  "The  Bayer  Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra  is  a  very  special 
kind  of  orchestra  of  music-lovers  whose 
musicians  are  drawn  from  members  of 
the  staff  of  Bayer  AG  Leverkusen".  Be- 
fore the  end  of  the  evening  at  Fairfield 
Hall,  Croydon  on  November  27  the 
audience  agreed  it  was  an  exceptional 
orchestra  in  many  ways  —  its  size  — 
(^ver  70  musicians;  the  performance  — 
polished;  and  a  conductor — Rainer  Rack, 


who  by  his  energy  ensured  the  descrip- 
tion necessary  to  match  the  demands  of 
the  tasks  undertaken. 

The  orchestra,  which  last  visited  Britain 
ten  years  ago,  provided  a  varied  pro- 
gramme including  Explorer  by  Vaughan 
Williams,  and  Brahms'  Symphony  No  1 
in  C  minor,  op  68.  During  the  evening 
Dinorah  Varsi  made  her  British  debut 
when  with  the  orchestra  she  played 
Chopin's  piano  concerto  in  E  minor. 

The  evident  enjoyment  of  those  pre- 
sent was  a  direct  approval  not  only  of 
the  performances  but  also  of  the  sponsor- 
ship by  the  company.  As  the  Bayer  UK 


operation  expands  perhaps  another 
orchestra  can  be  formed  to  give  enjoy- 
ment here  and  at  Leverkusen. 


Christmas  publishing 
arrangements 

Subscribers  and  advertisers  are  ad- 
vised that  the  issues  for  December  21 
and  December  28  will  be  combined 
and  published  on  December  21.  The 
following  issue  will  be  published  on 
January  4,  1975. 
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Care  advertising  'objectionable' 
says  Statutory  Committee 

We  have  found  that  the  "Care  chemist"  symbol  and  its  public  exhibition  are  objectionable  . . .  Any  action  to 
perpetuate  the  use  of  the  symbol  hereafter  could  well  amount  to  misconduct  suflQdent  to  render  the  persons 
concerned  unfit  to  have  their  names  on  the  Register.  Similarly,  any  pharmacist  member  of  the  Society  now 
exhibiting  the  symbol  who  does  not  take  prompt  action  to  remove  it  could  equally  be  at  risk  — Sir  Gordon  Willmer, 
chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Statutory  Committee  on  Monday. 


The  Statutory  Committee  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  delivered  its  reserved 
decision  in  the  case  against  Care  ad- 
vertising (C&D  October  12,  p  502).  Be- 
fore the  committee  on  Monday  were 
Edwin  Hugh  Butler,  Donald  Royce, 
David  Norman  Sharpe  and  Joseph 
Wright.  Below  is  the  full  decision. 

The  facts 

In  this  case  we  have  before  us  four  phar- 
macists of  standing  and  experience,  all  of 
whom  are  directors  of  a  company  called 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd 
lICML).  This  company,  which  was  incor- 
porated on  July  28,  1972.  is  a  sub- 
sidiary of  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  Marketing  Ltd,  which  is  itself  a 
subsidiary  of  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  Holdings  Ltd.  The  notice  alleges 
that  the  four  pharmacists  with  whom 
we  are  concerned  may  have  been  guilty 
of  misconduct  such  as  to  render  them 
unfit  to  have  their  names  on  the  Register. 
It  is  alleged  that  in  their  capacity  as 
directors  they  were  responsible  for  an 
advertisement,  sponsored  by  ICML, 
which  appeared  in  the  Daily  Mirror  on 
January  24,  1974.  This  advertisement  is 
said  to  amount  to  an  infringement  of 
paragraphs  5  and  6  of  the  Revised  State- 
ment upon  Matters  of  Professional  Con- 
duct published  by  the  Council  of  the 
Society  in  1970.  These  paragraphs  pro- 
vide as  follows: — 

5.  The  appearance  of  the  premises  should 
reflect  the  professional  character  of  phar- 
macy. Signs,  notices,  descriptions,  word- 
ing on  business  stationery  and  related 
indications,  should  be  restrained  in  size, 
design  and  terms.  Descriptions  which  are 
either  inaccurate  or  draw  an  invidious 
distinction  between  pharmacists  or  phar- 
macies should  not  be  used. 
(S.  The  dispensing  of  medicinal  products 
or  the  professional  services  of  a  phar- 
macist should  not  be  advertised  directly 
or  indirectly,  except  that: 

(a)  a  discreet  notice  stating  "National 
Health  Service  prescriptions  dispensed" 
may  be  exhibited  at  any  pharmacy; 

(b)  a  discreet  notice,  relating  to  preg- 
nancy testing  services,  may  be  exhi- 
bited at  any  pharmacy; 

fc)  the  term  "dispensing  chemist"  may 
be  used  simply  as  a  personal  description 
on  the  facia  or  other  appropriate  posi- 


tion on  a  pharmacy,  on  labels,  or  on 
business  stationery,  and  in  telephone  or 
other  directories; 

(d)  a  discreet  announcement  in  the 
local  Press  may  be  made  of  the  open- 
ing of  a  new  pharmacy  or  the  transfer 
of  an  existing  pharmacy  to  a  new 
address. 

With  reference  to  this  code  of  conduct, 
as  it  may  be  called,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  three  observations.  First,  it  is  in  no 
way  of  binding  force  in  the  sense  that  it 
is  enforceable  as  a  matter  of  law.  It  is 
intended  as  no  more  than  a  guide  to  what 
may  or  may  not  be  thought  to  be  in 
accordance  with  proper  professional  con- 
duct. Secondly,  we  do  not  find  it  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  previous  statements  on 
matters  of  professional  conduct,  except 
to  remark  that  it  is  only  of  relatively 
recent  years  that  the  Council  of  the 
Society  has  thought  it  necessary  to  pub- 
lish any  such  statement  at  all.  Thirdly, 
it  is  not  suggested  in  the  present  case 
that  any  of  the  four  exceptions  listed  in 
relation  to  paragraph  6  has  any  applica- 
tion.  We  are  concerned  only  with  the 


The  Statement  Upon  Matters  of 
Professional  Conduct  is  intended 
as  no  more  than  a  guide  to  what 
may  or  may  not  be  thought  to  be 
in  accordance  with  proper 
professional  conduct 


question  whether  the  advertisement  com- 
plained of  amounted  directly  or  indirectly 
to  the  advertising  of  professional  services. 

The  advertisement  complained  of  was 
published  as  part  of  a  campaign  launched 
by  ICML  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
retail  pharmacists  to  take  part  in  a 
scheme  for  the  bulk  buying  of  cosmetics 
and  toiletries  and  other  such  goods  for 
sale  in  their  shops.  Pharmacists  who  took 
part  in  the  scheme — and  there  were  said 
to  be  some  2,000  of  them  —  would  thus 
not  only  be  enabled  to  purchase  such 
goods  at  substantially  reduced  prices,  but 
would  also  share  in  the  benefit  of  ad- 
vertising organised  on  a  national  scale 
by  ICML.  This  would  enable  them  to 
compete  more  effectively  with  super- 
markets and  other  non-pharmaceutical 
stores  where  goods  of  this  character  are 
habitually  sold.  For  this  purpose  it  was 
to  take  part  in  the  scheme.  The  symbol 
capable  of  receiving  national  recognition 


for  exhibition  by  pharmacists  who  elected 
to  take  part  in  the  scheme.  The  symbol 
selected  was  the  word  "Care"  exhibited 
in  an  oblong  frame,  beneath  which,  and 
as  part  of  the  same  notice,  appeared  the 
word  "chemist". 

The  scheme  was  to  be  launched  by  a 
national  advertising  campaign,  prepara- 
tions for  which  were  made  during  the 
latter  port  of  the  year  1973,  with  the 
object  of  securing  national  recognition 
by  the  public  for  the  symbol  selected.  Any 
pharmacist  who  took  part  in  the  scheme 
was  to  be  identifiable  by  the  public  as  a 
"Care  chemist"  through  the  exhibition 
in  his  shop  of  the  selected  symbol. 

Prior  to  the  publication  of  the  first 
advertisement  the  Council  of  the  Society 
was  informed  by  ICML  of  what  was 
proposed,  and  a  draft  of  the  proposed 
advertisement  was  submitted.  A  good  deal 
of  correspondence  ensued  between  ICML 
and  the  Council  of  the  Society,  and 
meetings  took  place  between  represen- 
tatives of  both  sides.  At  that  stage  it 
might  well  have  been  accepted  that  ICML 
was  conforming  to  the  Statement  upon 
Matters  of  Professional  Conduct,  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  statement  in  the  pre- 
amble thereto  which  reads:  "A  pharma- 
cist who  is  in  any  doubt  as  to  his  pro- 
fessional obligations,  whether  in  respect 
of  matters  mentioned  in  this  Statement 
or  not,  may  always  seek  the  opinion  of 
the  Council". 

However,  it  was  made  clear  by  the 
Council  that  in  its  view  the  proposed 
advertisement  was  open  to  a  good  deal 
of  objection.  In  particular,  objection  was 
taken  to  the  use  of  the  word  "Care"  in 
association  with  the  word  "chemist".  In 
this  connection  it  is  right  to  refer  to  two 
letters  written  to  ICML  on  behalf  of  the 
Society  by  Mr  Dale,  the  chief  inspector. 
The  first  of  these,  written  on  December 
11,  1973,  stated  inter  alia  that  "the 
Council  are  anxious  to  ensure  that  there 
is  no  association  in  the  advertising  be- 
tween the  term  'Care'  and  the  word 
'chemist',  which  might  give  rise  to  an 
implication  that  the  participants  in  the 
Care  scheme  are  superior  to  other 
pharmacists." 

In  the  second  of  his  letters,  written  on 
January  10,  1974,  Mr  Dale  said.  "The 
Committee  (ie  the  Ethics  Committee)  were 
extremely  concerned  that  this  kind  of 
advertising  should  be  contemplated  despite 
the  protracted  discussions  there  have  been 
on   the  subject.   As  you  know,   it  has 
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cen  stressed,  both  verbally  and  in 
riling,  that  the  Council  of  the  Society 
isapproves  of  any  advertising  which  con- 
icts  with  the  Statement  upon  Matters  of 
rofessional  Conduct,  or  otherwise  con- 
icts  with  accepted  standards  in  the  pro- 
;ssion.  In  particular,  the  use  of  the  term 
Tare  chemist'  must  create  an  invidious 
istinction  between  members  of  the  Group 
nd  other  pharmacists." 
In  spite  of  these  clear  expressions  of 
lew  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  ICML, 
resumably  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
our  respondents,  elected  to  go  ahead  with 
beir  scheme,  and  caused  the  advertise- 
lent  complained  of  to  be  published  in 
le  Daily  Mirror  on  January  24,  1974. 
he  advertisement,  which  occupied  a 
vho\e  page  of  the  newspaper,  was  headed 
n  very  large  letters  "Meet  your  CARE 
hemist."  Below  this  was  a  picture  clearly 
itended  to  represent  a  typical  chemist's 
hop,  showing  the  symbol  prominently 
isplayed,  and  the  figure  of  a  man  no 
loubt  intended  to  depict  a  pharmacist. 
Alongside  the  picture,  on  the  right  hand 
ide,  there  were  thirteen  lines  of  script, 
vhich  included  the  following  statements, 

0  which  exception  has  been  taken:  "Next 
ime  you're  shopping  you  might  notice 
hat  your  local  chemist  has  a  new  symbol 
)n  his  window  or  door  ...  a  Care 
hemist  sign  .  .  .  Every  month  your  Care 
hemist  will  be  offering  you  a  number  of 
uper  specials  to  save  on  .  .  .  just  like 
he  ones  shown  here  .  .  ."  Below  this  were 
[lustrations  of  a  number  of  cosmetic  and 
oiletry  items,  tfogether  with  a  statement 
jf  quoted  prices.  To  the  left  of  these  illus- 
rations  was  another  piece  of  script,  to 
vhich  exception  has  also  been  taken, 
aying:  "You  always  get  good  service  from 

1  Care  chemist.  And  now  his  knowledge 


n  spite  of  clear  expressions  of 
/\ew  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
CML  elected  to  go  ahead  with 
heir  scheme  and  caused  the 
advertisement  to  be  published 


and  experience  can  help  you  save  money." 
n  the  bottom  right  hand  corner  of  the 
page  was  another  representation,  again 
in  very  large  letters,  of  the  Care  chemist 
symbol,  and  along  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  also  in  large  letters,  were  the  words 
"Put  a  Care  chemist  on  vour  shopping 
Hist." 

The  insertion  of  this  advertisement, 
especially  after  receipt  of  the  two  letters 
written  by  Mr  Dale  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  was  not  exactly  pleasing 
to  the  Council.  Further  correspondence 
ensued,  and  meetings  took  place  between 
representatives  of  the  Council  and  ICML. 
As  a  result,  certain  revisions  were  made, 
both  in  the  design  of  the  advertisement 
and  in  the  subsequent  wording  of  the 
script,  when  the  advertisement  was  subse- 
quently inserted  in  other  organs  of  the 
Press  during  the  following  months.  We 
have  seen  copies  of  a  number  of  the 
subsequent  advertisements.  We  have  been 
informed  that,  although  the  various  revi- 
sions went  some  way  towards  meeting  the 
objections  raised,  the  Council  is  not  even 
now       wholly       satisfied.       On  this 


Meet  your 
U^RE  Chemisl: 


known  him  for 


\mmi\ 

i 

fiAQCfiRE  Qmrd^ m  uo«f  she 


The  offending  advertisement  from  January  24  Daily  Mirror 


inquiry,  however,  we  are  in  no  way 
concerned  with  the  subsequent  history. 
We  are  concerned  only  with  the 
original  advertisement,  as  it  appeared  in 
the  Daily  Mirror  of  January  24,  1974, 
coupled  with  the  use  of  the  Care  chemist 
symbol,  and  the  question  which  we  have 
to  decide  is  whether,  having  regard  to 
their  presumed  complicity  as  directors  of 
ICML,  the  four  respondents  are  to  be 
held  guilty  of  misconduct  in  relation  to 
this  original  insertion. 

What  has  led  to  the  institution  of  this 
inquiry  is  the  fact  that  the  secretary  of 
this  Committee  received  a  letter  from  a 
member  of  the  Society,  written  on  the 
very  day  on  which  the  advertisement 
complained  of  appeared,  objecting  in  the 


strongest  terms  to  its  contents.  In  the 
circumstances  it  was  thought  right  to 
direct  an  inquiry,  and  counsel  was  in- 
structed to  present  the  case  on  behalf  of 
the  Society,  so  that  the  whole  question 
could  be  dispassionately  considered  in  a 
judicial  atmosphere.  As  a  result  we  have 
had  the  benefit  of  hearing  full  argument 
from  counsel  on  both  sides,  which,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  has  been 
conducted  in  a  most  friendly  and  helpful 
manner.  It  is  indeed  pleasing  to  record 
that  there  has  been  no  disputed  issue  of 
fact  to  be  resolved.  The  facts  are  plain 
and  are  there  for  all  to  see,  as  I  have 
endeavoured  to  set  them  out.  The  only 
question  is  what  view  should  be  taken  of 
the  admitted  facts.  ' 


The  Committee's  consideration 


In  approaching  this  question  we  have  had 
the  following  considerations  very  much 
in  mind. 

(1)  It  is  well  established  that  the  title 
"chemist"  is  a  restricted  title,  only  to  be 
used  by  members  of  the  Society.  Section 
78  of  the  Medicines  Act,  1968,  replacing 
s.19  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1954,  provides 
inter  alia  as  follows:  — 

Sub-s.  (2)  On  and  after  the  appointed 
day  no  person  shall — (a)  take  or  use 
any  of  the  following  titles,  that  is  to 
say,  chemist  and  druggist,  druggist, 
dispensing  chemist,  and  dispensing 
druggist,  or  (b)  take  or  use  the  title  of 
chemist  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
any  goods  by  retail  or  the  supply  of 
any  goods  in  circumstances  correspon- 
ding to  retail  sale,  unless  the  conditions 


specified  in  the  next  following  subsec- 
tion are  fulfilled. 

Subs.  (3)  Those  conditions  are:  (a)  in 
the  case  of  an  individual,  that  he  is  a 
person  lawfully  conducting  a  retail 
pharmacy  business  (either  alone  or  as 
a  member  of  a  partnership)  and  that 
he  does  not  take  or  use  the  title  in 
question  in  connection  with  any  pre- 
mises at  which  any  goods  are  sold  by 
retail,  or  are  supplied  in  circumstances 
corresponding  to  retail  sale,  unless  those 
premises  are  a  registered  pharmacy  .  .  . 
(2)  It  is  never  to  be  forgotten  that  a 
pharmacist  carrying  on  a  retail  business  is 
in  effect  a  dual  personality.  He  is  at  one 
and  the  same  time  la)  a  professional  man 

Continue'd  on  p  808 


808    Chemist  &  Druggist 

Statutory  Committee   (continued  from  p  807) 

'Symbol  draws  an  invidious 
distinction  between  cbemists' 


14  December,  1974 


dealing  with  the  dispensing  and  supply  of 
medicines  and  controlled  drugs,  and  (b) 
an  ordinary  retail  trader  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  goods  not  subject  to  control.  This 
dual  capacity  in  which  a  pharmacist  may 
be  called  upon  to  act  is  nowhere  made 
clearer  than  in  the  judgments  delivered 
by  the  members  of  the  House  of  Lords  in 
the  case  of  Dickson  v.  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (1968),  2  A.E.R.  686,  where  it 
was  pointed  out  that  a  pharmacist's  pro- 
fessional standards  are  in  no  way  eroded 
by  the  fact  of  his  carrying  on  at  one  and 
the  same  time  both  trade  and  professional 
activities. 

(3)  It  has  not  been  suggested,  and  we 
do  not  find,  that  an  advertisement  by  a 
pharmacist  relating  solely  to  his  trading 
activities  is  in  any  way  objectionable, 
unless  it  is  a  means  of  indirectly  advertis- 
ing his  professional  services.  Any  inter- 
ference  with   his   right   to   advertise  his 


trading  activities  would  constitute  an  un- 
justifiable restraint  of  trade. 

(4)  It  was  accepted  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  and  we  also  accept,  that  the 
objective  of  ICML,  ie  that  of  enabling 
pharmacists  to  take  advantage  of  the 
bulk  buying  of  toiletries  and  other  uncon- 
trolled goods,  is  a  thoroughly  worthy  and 
desirable  objective,  in  accordance  with 
recognised  practice,  and  as  such  is  un- 
objectionable. 

(5)  It  has  not  been  suggested,  and  we 
do  not  find,  that  the  respondents  acted 
otherwise  than  in  good  faith  and  with  the 
best  of  intentions.  But 

(6)  it  is  plain  that  ICML,  with  the 
presumed  connivance  of  the  respondents, 
went  ahead  with  the  insertion  of  their 
advertisement  in  the  full  knowledge  that 
the  Council  was  objecting  thereto,  and  in 
defiance  of  the  letters  written  by  Mr 
Dale,  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 


The  Committee's  decision 


Bearing  these  considerations  in  mind,  we 
have  come  to  the  clear  conclusion  that 
the  advertisement  complained  of  is  objec- 
tionable, and  for  three  reasons. 

(1)  It  is  capable  of  being  read,  and 
likely  to  be  read,  as  advertising  a  phar- 
macist's professional  services,  contrary  to 
paragraph  6  of  the  Statement  upon  Mat- 
ters of  Professional  Conduct.  Bearing  in 
mind  the  restrictive  meaning  of  the  word 
"chemist,"  the  conjunction  of  the  word 
"Care"  with  "chemist"  can  only  be  read 
as  referring  to  care  in  the  performance 
of  the  pharmacist's  professional  duties  as 
a  chemist.  This  inference  is  abundantly 
supported  by  the  wording  on  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  advertisement.  The  reference 
to  "good  service  from  a  Care  chemist" 
can  only  mean  professional  service  in  his 
capacity  as  a  chemist.  A  pharmacist  per- 
forms a  "service"  when  he  is  carrying  out 
his  professional  duties;  and  when  he  is 
selling  uncontrolled  goods  in  his  shop  he 
is  a  mere  trader. 

Moreover,  the  pharmacist's  "knowledge 
and  experience"  can  only  intelligibly  refer 
to  his  knowledge  and  experience  as  a 


There  is  an  air  of  vulgarity  about 
the  advertisement  which  is  much 
to  be  deplored 


pharmacist  in  his  professional  capacity. 
He  hardly  needs  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence to  enable  him  to  sell  toiletries  and 
such  like. 

(2)  The  advertisement,  with  its  recom- 
mended use  of  the  "Care  chemist"  symbol. 


impliedly  draws  an  invidious  distinction 
between  a  chemist  who  "cares"  and  one 
who  does  not,  contrary  to  paragraph  5 
of  the  Statement  upon  Matters  of  Profes- 
sional Conduct. 

(3)  There  is  an  air  of  vulgarity  about 
the  advertisement,  as  instanced  by  the 
use  of  the  phrases  "offering  you  a  number 
of  super  specials"  and  "put  a  Care  chemist 
on  your  shopping  list,"  which  is  much  to 
be  deplored  as  tending  to  debase  the 
professional  status  of  a  pharmacist. 


Penalties 


Having  reached  the  conclusion  that  the 
advertisement  is  objectionable,  we  now 
have  to  consider  what,  if  any,  action  we 
ought  to  take  in  relation  to  the  four 
respondents  who  appear  before  us. 
Counsel  for  the  respondents,  in  the  course 
of  his  forceful  and  interesting  argument, 
sought  to  rely  on  the  analogy  of  the  dis- 
ciplinary codes  of  other  professions,  and 
submitted  that  nothing  short  of  conduct 
which  could  be  described  as  infamous  or 
disgraceful  would  be  sufficient  to  justify 
the  Statutory  Committee  in  taking  any 
disciplinary  action.  We  do  not  accept  that 
any  help  is  to  be  derived  from  comparison 
with  the  disciplinary  codes  of  other  pro- 
fessions. Counsel  was,  howe:er,  on  firmer 
and  more  substantial  ground  when  he 
drew  our  attention  to  the  actual  wording 
of  the  relevant  section  of  the  statute 
which  we  have  to  apply.  This  is  section  8 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1954,  which,  omit- 
ting unnecessary  words,  reads  as  follows: 
(I)  Where:  (b)  a  registered  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist  .  .  .  has  been  .  .  .  guilty 


of  such  misconduct  ...  as  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Statutory  Committee 
renders  the  .  .  .  guilty  person  unfit  to 
have  his  name  on  the  register,  the 
Committee  may,  after  inquiring  into 
the  matter  .  .  .  (ii)  in  a  case  falling 
within  paragraph  (b)  .  .  .  direct  the 
registrar  to  remove  the  name  of  the 
registered  pharmaceutical  chemist  from 
the  register. 

Founding  himself  on  the  strict  con- 
struction of  these  words  counsel  submitted 
that  it  would  not  be  competent  for  us  to 
make  any  finding  of  guilt  unless  we  are 
prepared  to  say  that  it  was  of  such  gravity 
as  to  render  the  respondents  unfit  to  have 
their  names  on  the  Register.  In  other 
words  there  can  be  no  finding  of  any 
lesser  degree  of  guilt  —  there  can  be 
nothing  but  a  stark  choice  between  pure 
white  innocence  and  jet  black  guilt,  with 
no  room  for  intermediate  shades  of  grey. 
This  is  an  ingenious  and  attractive  argu- 
ment, but  I  can  only  say  that,  if  it  is 
right,  the  Statutory  Committee  has  not 
infrequently  exceeded  its  jurisdiction 
during  recent  years.  For  on  several  occa- 
sions we  have  had  occasion  to  find  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  a  pharmacist,  but 
of  such  a  degree  as  to  merit  only  a  repri- 
mand or  caution. 

Counsel  for  the  Society  countered  this 
argument  by  submitting  that  the  powers 
of  the  Statutory  Committee  derive  not 
only  from  section  8,  but  also  from  the 
Regulations  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  paragraph  5  of  the 
first  schedule  to  the  Act  of  1954.  These 
Regulations  have  to  be  approved  by  the 
Privy  Council,  and  it  was  provided  that 
the  power  to  approve  them  was  exercis- 
able by  statutory  instrument.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  these  various  steps  were 
duly  taken,  for  the  Regulations  have  now 
been  in  force  since  1957.  Consequently,  it 
has  been  submitted,  the  Regulations  them- 
selves have  the  force  of  statute.  The 
powers  of  the  Statutory  Committee  upon 
an  inquiry  are  defined  by  Regulation  25, 
paragraph  (d)  of  which  provides  that, 
quite  apart  from  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  direct  the  removal  of  a  name 
from  the  Register,  the  Committee  may 
decide  whether  any  reprimand  or  admoni- 
tion should  be  addressed  to  the  person 
affected.  If  this  argument  be  well  founded, 
it  must  be  competent  for  the  Statutory 
Committee  to  find  misconduct  of  only 
such  a  degree  as  to  merit  something  less 
than  the  supreme  penalty. 

For  reasons  which  will  appear  in  a 
moment  we  do  not  find  't  necessary  to 
decide  this  interesting  question  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Statutory  Committee.  Th's 
must  await  decision  on  some  future  occa- 
sion if  and  when  some  case  arises  which 


14  December,  1974 


Chemist  &  Druggist  809 


makes  it  necessary  to  arrive  at  a  con- 
cluded opinion.  It  would  be  quite  wrong 
to  express  an  opinion  now  which  might 
have  the  effect  of  prejudicing  the  fair 
trial  of  some  future  case. 

As  to  what  may  amount  to  such  mis- 
conduct as  would  render  the  guilty  person 
unfit  to  have  his  name  on  the  Register, 
we  would  respectfully  follow  the  view 
expressed  by  Sir  David  Cairns,  QC,  as 
he  then  was,  in  an  advertising  case 
reported  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  of 
May  16,  1959.  He  then  said,  in  relation 
to  the  facts  of  that  case:  "It  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  publication  of 
either  of  these  two  advertisements  by  a 
pharmacist  would  be  misconduct  which 
j  would  render  him  unfit  to  have  his  name 
on  the  Register.  Only  a  very  serious 
departure  from  accepted  professional 
standards  would  merit  this  description." 

We  are  certainly  not  prepared  to  find 
that  the  conduct  of  these  four  respon- 
dents amounts  to  such  a  serious  departure 
as  would  justify  us  in  directing  the 
removal  of  their  names  from  the  Register, 
We  have  carefully  considered  whether 
any  other  disciplinary  action  is  called  for, 
but,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  respondents 
acted  in  good  faith  in  pursuance  of  what, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  they  conceived  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  profession,  and 
bearing  in  mind  also  that,  as  we  under- 
stand,   negotiations   are   still  continuing 


The  respondents  acted  in  good 
faith  in  pursuance  of  what, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  they  conceived 
to  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
profession 


between  ICML  and  the  Council  of  the 
Society,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  in  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
case  it  would  be  wrong  to  impose  any 
penalty. 

Although  we  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  case  is  not  one  calling 
for  any  disciplinary  action,  we  wish  to 
leave  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  members 
of  the  profession  what  the  effect  of  our 
decision  is.  We  have  found  that  the 
advertisement  inserted  in  the  Daily  Mirror 
of  January  24,  1974,  constituted  a  deli- 
berate breach  of  paragraphs  5  and  6  of 
the  Statement  upon  Matters  of  Profes- 
sional Conduct.  We  have  found  that  the 
"Care  chemist"  symbol  and  its  public 
exhibition  are  objectionable,  and  equally 
in  breach  of  the  provisions  of  the  State- 
ment. Any  action  to  perpetuate  the  use  of 
the  symbol  hereafter  could  well  amount 
to  misconduct  sufficient  to  render  the 
persons  concerned  unfit  to  have  their 
names  on  the  Register.  Similarly,  any 
pharmacist  member  of  the  .Society  now 
exhibiting  the  symbol  who  does  not  take 
prompt  action  to  remove  it  could  equally 
be  at  risk. 

In  conclusion  we  venture  to  express  the 
hope  that,  now  that  the  question  has 
been  fully  ventilated,  and  the  view  of  this 
Committee  obtained,  the  negotiations 
between  ICML  and  the  Council  may  be 
continued  with  a  view  to  resolving  any 
remaining  differences  in  the  light  of  the 
decision  of  this  Committee. 


ICML  searching  for  an 
alternative  symbol 


Independent  Chemists'  Marketing  Ltd 
issued  the  following  statement  on  the 
decision  on  Tuesday : 

"The  board  of  ICML  which  met 
December  9  has  had  time  to  give  only 
brief  consideration  to  the  findings  of  the 
Statutory  Committee  and  will  clearly 
have  to  examine  them  closely  in  deciding 
what  detailed  action  must  be  taken. 

The  board  welcomes  the  Committee's 
endorsement  of  the  company's  aims  and 
objectives.  The  board  also  welcomes  the 
Committee's  finding  that  it  would  not 
be  appropriate  to  take  any  action, 
disciplinary    or    otherwise,    against  the 


four  pharmacist-directors  of  the  company. 

The  board  now  looks  forward  to 
strengthening  its  programme  with  the 
widespread  co-operation  of  chemists 
throughout  the  country,  and  to  continue 
discussions  with  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

"The  board  regrets  the  Committee's 
findings  in  relation  to  the  group  symbol 
and  is  taking  immediate  steps  to  bring 
the  committee's  decision  to  the  attention 
of  all  members  of  the  group,  both  whole- 
sale and  retail."  The  board  is  giving 
urgent  consideration  to  the  introduction 
of  an  alternative  symbol. 


'Thought  chlorodyne  was  for  HM  Treasury' 


A  pharmacist  who  supplied  a  customer 
with  a  chlorodyne  compound  at  a  daily 
rate  of  seven  large  bottles  said  on  Monday 
that  he  thought  the  medicine  was 
ordered  by  the  medical  centre  at  HM 
Treasury.  Mr  Charles  Bannister,  Chelsea, 
was  reprimanded  by  the  Statutory  Com- 
mittee for  misconduct  while  superinten- 
dent at  the  Broadway  pharmacy  of  Blake, 
Sandford  and  Blake  Ltd,  Westminster. 

Mr  Jocelyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said 
that  Mr  Bannister  supplied  large  quan- 
tities of  J.  CoUis  Browne's  Compound 
to  a  man  who  persistently  produced  a 
note  apparently  authorising  a  daily  supply 
of  seven  large  bottles.  He  added:  "There 
are  over  1,000  chlorodyne  addicts  in  Lon- 
don, and,  because  of  the  considerable 
publicity  about  this,  one  would  hope 
that  pharmacists  would  be  particularly 
careful  about  selling  this  compound  and 
be  particularly  careful  about  quantities 
of  more  than  one  bottle." 

Mr  George  Norris,  an  inspector  of 
the  Society,  said  he  noticed  some  large 
bottles  of  Collis  Browne's  Compound 
being  labelled  at  the  pharmacy  during 
a  routine  visit.  Mr  Bannister  told  him 
that  a  man  came  every  day  for  the 
compound,  and  appeared  to  be  a  mes- 
senger   from    HM    Treasury.    He  was 


buying  seven  large  bottles  each  weekday. 

Asked  why  he  thought  the  Treasury 
would  want  this  compound  in  such 
Quantities,  Mr  Bannister  told  Mr  Norris 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  to  treat 
minor  ailments  among  visiting  dignitaries 
and  Government  officials,  and  also  on 
State  occasions.  Mr  Norris  said  he 
checked  with  the  sister-in-charge  of  the 
medical  centre  at  HM  Treasury,  and 
found  that  the  paper  used  for  the  note 
had  been  obsolete  for  some  time  and 
had  originally  come  from  the  Public 
Building  and  Works  Department.  The 
sister  said  the  note  was  a  forgery.  Mr 
Hill  added  that  a  man  was  subsequently 
arrested  and  convicted  of  obtaining  the 
drugs  by  deception. 

In  a  written  statement  Mr  Bannister 
said  he  was  taken  in  by  the  plausible 
nature  of  the  prescriptions,  and  was 
convinced  of  the  credibility  of  the  custo- 
mer. "I  realise  now  that  I  should  not 
have  taken  a  customer  at  his  face  value, 
but  should  have  checked  his  credentials." 

Administering  a  reprimand.  Sir  Gordon 
Willmer,  chairman  of  the  Committee, 
said :  "The  plain  fact  is  that  a  responsible 
and  experienced  pharmacist,  particularly 
one  operating  in  that  area,  should  not 
be  so  easily  taken  in." 


BBC  to  pay  libel  damages  to  pharmaceutical  company 


The  British  Broadcasting  Corporation 
and  pathologist  Professor  K.  Simpson, 
have  agreed  to  pay  substantial  libel 
damages  and  costs  to  a  pharmaceutical 
company  over  a  television  programme 
on  contraception. 

Mr  David  Vaughan.  counsel  for  W. 
J.  Rendell  Ltd,  told  a  High  Court  Judge 
last  week  that  the  programme,  screened 
in  the  "Horizon"  series  in  May  1971, 
was  entitled  "What  Every  Girl  Should 
Know."  Professor  Simpson's  discussion 
of  preparations  and  instruments  used  by 
those  trying  to  procure  abortions  was 
illustrated  by  a  display  of  items  which 


"unfortunately"  included  a  box  of  Ren- 
dell's  pessaries. 

The  programme  worried  some  of  the 
company's  customers  and  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  started,  not  only  to  vindi- 
cate their  reputation,  but  also  to  remove 
any  doubt  from  people's  minds  about 
the  pessaries'  safety. 

Mr  J.  Previte,  for  the  BBC,  Professor 
Simpson,  programme  producer  Mr  C. 
La  Fontaine  and  series  editor  Mr  P. 
Goodchild.  said  they  apologised  and 
unreservedly  acknowledged  that  the  con- 
traceptives were  completely  safe  and 
reputable. 


810    Chemist  &  Druggist 


14  December,  1974 


Department's 
offer  due 
this  week 


The  Department  of  Health's  offer  in 
response  to  the  Central  NHS  (Chemist 
Contractors)  Committee's  claim  for  in- 
creased remuneration  was  to  be  given  to 
the  Committee  on  December  13. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Committee 
will  consider  the  offer  on  December  17. 
It  was  reported  at  a  Committee  meeting 
on  November  27  that  the  Department  had 
agreed  that  the  revision  of  the  Price 
Code,  which  came  into  effect  on  May 
6,  should  not  be  applied  retrospectively 
to  NHS  remuneration  in  the  balance 
sheet. 

Further  evidence  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Department  that,  from  January  1, 
1975,  the  proprietors'  notional  salary 
should  be  equated  to  the  top  of  the  prin- 
cipal pharmacist  scale  (Noel  Hall  grade 
III).  The  Committee  had  also  claimed 
that  upward  adjustments  of  this  salary 
scale  should  be  made  in  respect  of  the 
additional  hours  worked  by  the  proprie- 
tor, the  employers'  superannuation  con- 
tribution and  threshold  increases. 

Pharmacist  receives  police 
award  for  bravery 

Mr  Richard  Dawe,  a  37-year-old  retail 
pharmacist,  was  awarded  on  Tuesday  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Binney  certificate 
for  bravery,  for  helping  the  police  during 
an  armed  bank  raid. 

Mr  Dawe,  who  runs  a  chain  of  five 
pharmacies  in  Hayes,  Middlesex,  arrived 
at  his  bank  at  Hammersmith,  West 
London,  during  the  raid.  He  spotted  the 
armed  raider  and  returned  to  his  van 
ready  to  pursue  when  the  robber  tried  to 
escape.  The  gunman,  carrying  a  self- 
loading  rifle,  tried  to  make  his  getaway 
from  the  bank's  car  park,  but  an  off-duty 
policeman  drove  his  car  in  front  of  the 
raider's.  Mr  Dawe  then  positioned  his  van 
behind,  so  completely  blocking  the  gun- 
man's exit  from  the  car  park. 

Two  police  officers  then  arrived  and 
began  struggling  with  the  man  who  was 
threatening  to  shoot  them,  and  Mr  Dawe 
tried  to  assist  them.  The  man  was  even- 
tually disarmed,  arrested  and  later  sen- 
tenced to  five  years'  imprisonment. 

I^ew  power  for  inspectors 

A  new  authorisation  has  been  given  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  inspectorate. 

The  inspectors  have  received  Home 
Office  authorisation  under  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Regulations  1973  to  require  a 
pharmacist  or  any  person  lawfully  con- 
ducting a  retail  pharmacy  business  to 
provide  particulars  concerning  the  obtain- 
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ing  or  supplying  of  any  drug  specified  in 
schedule  2  or  4  of  the  Regulations  or  in 
respect  of  any  stock  of  such  drugs  in  his 
possession.  The  inspectors  may  also  re- 
quire stocks  to  be  produced. 

Shopper's  guide  published 
by  Office  of  Fair  Trading 

The  Office  of  Fair  Trading  has  published 
a  free  booklet  recently  advising  shoppers 
in  simple  terms  how  to  avoid  problems 
when  buying. 

The  26-page  colour  booklet  "Fair 
Deal"  —  is  to  be  available  shortly  from 
local  authority  trading  standards  and  con- 
sumer protection  departments,  consumer, 
advice  centres  and  citizen's  advice 
bureaux.  It  is  intended  to  have  the  dual 
function  of  quick  reference  guide  to  con- 
sumers, and  working  aid  for  people  in 
the  consumer  advice  services  and  other 
professions  such  as  social  workers  and 
health  visitors.  Items  dealt  with  in  the 
booklet  include  the  Acts  relating  to  sell- 
ing, eg  Supply  of  Goods  (Implied  Terms) 
Act,  Trade  Descriptions  Act,  and  Weights 
and  Measures  Act;  how  to  complain  to 
the  retailer;  where  to  seek  advice;  and 
using  the  law. 

During  1975,  the  Office  plans  to  in- 
crease its  range  of  consumer  advice  pub- 
lications, with  further  leaflets,  posters 
and  teaching  packs  for  schools.  Currently 
under  preparation  is  a  leaflet  giving 
guidance  to  the  consumer  on  how  to  deal 
with  the  problem  of  faulty  goods,  a 
leaflet  on  servicing  and  repair  of  house- 
hold electrical  appliances,  and  an  initial 
guidance  leaflet  for  traders  on  the  con- 
sumer credit  law. 

Trading  stamps  decline  in 
popularity,  survey  shows 

Housewives  are  not  as  pre-occupied  with 
price  cuts  as  the  media  tend  to  believe, 
according  to  a  survey  carried  out  by 
Harris  International  Marketing. 

The  survey,  to  be  published  early  in 
1975,  reveals  that  price  cutting  tends  to 
antagonise  housewives  who  prefer  brands 
to  remain  at  predictable  prices.  Con- 
venience, such  as  central  position  and 
parking  facilities,  rate  far  higher  in  the 
shopper's  estimation  than,  for  example, 
trading  stamps. 

Another  survey,  published  recently, 
showed   that   trading   stamps  are  much 


less  attractive  to  consumers  than  they 
were  six  months  ago,  although  this  posi- 
tion has  not  yet  shown  itself  in  the 
number  of  people  collecting.  Over  a 
quarter  of  people  who  have  collected 
stamps  at  some  time  or  another  now 
say  they  positively  dislike  them.  One  in 
three  women  were  given  stamps  during 
September  and  October  but  did  not  save 
them,  while  four  out  of  10  expected  to 
receive  less  than  their  money's  worth  of 
goods  bought. 

Government  to  investigate 
wholesaling  trade 

The  Department  of  Trade  is  to  carry  out 
an  investigation  of  wholesalers. 

About  one  third  of  the  trade,  including 
some  pharmaceutical  distributors,  will  be 
asked  about  turnover,  method  of  trading, 
capital  expenditure  stocks,  employment, 
salaries  and  cost  of  goods  for  resale.  The 
inquiry  wil  be  the  first  comprehensive 
statistical  analysis  of  the  wholesaling 
trade  for  nine  years  and  will  be  based 
on  a  sample  compiled  by  the  Business 
Statistics  Office. 

Questionnaires  are  to  be  sent  out  in 
February  1975  and  it  is  hoped  the  re- 
sults will  be  issued  by  the  end  of  1975. 

No  population  control  yet 

The  Government  intends  to  take  no  im- 
mediate action  to  control  Britain's  popu- 
lation, said  Lord  Shepherd,  Lord  Privy 
Seal  and  co-ordinating  minister  on  popu- 
lation matters,  last  week. 

Speaking  at  the  Family  Planning 
Association  headquarters,  he  said  that  if 
the  country ,  was  faced  with  a  rapidly 
declining  population  it  might  be  necessary 
to  stimulate  population  growth  for  a 
short  time.  He  said  the  Government  wel- 
comed the  recent  decline  in  the  popula- 
tion growth  rate  as  it  was  an  approach 
towards  a  stable  population.  But  the 
causes  were  complex  and  more  informa- 
tion was  required  before  deciding  if  any 
action  should  be  taken. 
□  In  an  effort  to  motivate  more  people 
to  control  their  fertility,  the  FPA  is 
sending  copies  of  "Sense  and  sensitivity", 
a  leaflet  explaining  the  need  for  contra- 
ception, to  anyone  buying  family  planning 
requisites  by  mail  order.  A  range  of 
coloured  condoms  has  also  been  intro- 
duced, which  may  be  extended  to  phar- 
macy sale  if  there  is  sufficient  demand. 
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Chemists'  sales  up  by 
a  fifth  in  October 

Retail  sales  by  chemists  and  photographic 
goods  dealers  in  October  were  20  per 
cent  higher  in  value  terms  than  the  pre- 
vious year,  while  sales  by  businesses 
generally  rose  18  per  cent  in  the  same 
period.  The  Department  of  Industry's 
retail  sales  index  (1971  =  100)  for  all 
chemists  now  stands  at  152,  with  141  for 
independent  chemists  whose  sales  rose  18 
per  cent  over  the  year.  NHS  receipts  are 
not  included  in  the  calculation,  and  figures 
for  multiple  and  Co-operative  Society 
chemists  are  not  available. 

The  final  seasonally-adjusted  index  of 
volume  sales  for  October  is  111-6  (1971  — 
100),  showing  a  small  fall  from  the  Sep- 
tember level.  Taking  the  first  10  months 
of  1974  together,  the  average  volume  of 
total  sales  was  0  5  per  cent  below  the 
average  level  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1973,  the  Department  adds. 

Sterile  products:  revised 
code  for  makers 

More  detailed  guidance  on  the  manu- 
facture and  control  of  sterile  medicinal 
products  was  published  last  week  in  a 
revised  Appendix  1  to  the  Guide  to 
Good  Manufacturing  Practice. 

The  nine-page  revised  appendix  (HM 
Stationery  Otfice,  £029)  was  produced 
after  consultation  with  pharmaceutical 
trade  associations  and  takes  into  account 
comments  made  by  the  Clothier  Com- 
mittee and  the  Medicines  Commission. 
To  be  read  in  conjunction  with  relevant 
sections  of  the  Guide,  the  new  appendix 
deals  with  such  subjects  as  the  process- 
ing environment,  equipment  personnel,  the 
different  sterilisation  procedures,  sterili- 
sation indicators  and  biological  tests. 

Parkinson's  disease  needs 
'more  than  medicinces' 

About  one  in  every  100  people  born  in 
Britain  will  eventually  develop  Parkin- 
sonism estimates  the  latest  Office  of 
Health  Economics  report,  "Parkinson's 
disease"  (£0-25). 

The  annual  cost  of  treatment  to  the 
NHS  is  at  least  £15m.  Before  any  major 
advances  in  therapy  can  occur  a  funda- 
mental understanding  of  the  causes  of 
physiological  changes  involved  in  the 
disease  will  probably  be  needed,  says  the 
report.  The  value  of  the  useful  drugs 
now  available  should  not  obscure  the 
importance  of  dealing  with  the  social  and 
psychological  problems  of  these  patients. 

Factory  fire:  four 
children  charged 

Two  young  girls  and  two  boys  have  been 
interviewed  by  the  police  and  charged 
with  offences  in  connection  with  the  fire 
which  destroyed  the  Huntingdon  plant  of 
Gerhardt  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  (C&D, 
November  30,  p  768).  The  damage 
caused  is  estimated  at  £250,000.  Arson 
was  suspected  at  once,  following  the  dis- 
covery of  a  container  on  the  premises. 


Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 

A  mixed  bag 

Even  the  commercial  traveller  of  my  youth  (for  they  were  unashamedly 
commercial  travellers  in  those  days)  would  have  looked  askance  at  the 
selection  of  drugs  displayed  in  your  illustration  on  p  781  and  would, 
despite  his  inborn  politeness,  have  probably  "jibbed"  had  he  been  asked  to 
fill  up  his  bag.  (It  must  be  remembered  that  that  ambassador  of  commerce 
did  not  have  a  company  car.  He  relied  on  a  vast  railway  network  and  he 
was  a  veritable  Bradshaw.) 

But  what  the  photograph  shows  is  a  collection  of  about  sixty  different 
drugs  taken  by  a  patient,  along  with  his  pyjamas,  into  hospital  on  admission. 
There  were  2,800  tablets  and  capsules,  together  with  powders,  creams, 
lotions  and  suppositories,  as  well  as  remedies  from  "health"  stores.  The 
real  danger  is,  of  course,  that  pointed  out  by  the  district  pharmaceutical 
officer,  of  drug  interaction,  where,  in  addition  to  prescribed  preparations, 
there  were  many  examples  of  do-it-yourself  medicines.  One  can  sympathise 
with  the  poor  patient,  who  must  have  been  far  from  well  to  grasp  at  so 
many  straws,  and  who  must  obviously,  because  of  his  condition,  have  been 
the  ideal  target  for  advertising.  The  incident  raises  once  more  the  question 
of  the  wisdom,  looked  at  purely  from  the  consumer's  point  of  view,  of  the 
widespread  advertising  of  medicines. 

Quinine 

Only  recently  I  had  occasion  to  purchase  500  tablets  of  quinine  sulphate, 
300mg,  and  I  rubbed  my  eyes  with  astonishment  when  I  discovered  that 
their  cost  was  above  £20.  Even  allowing  for  the  fact  that  quinine  was 
always  something  of  a  barometer  of  earthquakes,  typhoons,  tycoons,  and 
revolutions,  I  had  not  appreciated  that  it  had  risen  so  dramatically,  to  use 
the  expression  of  your  Markets  Editor.  I  lifted  a  bound  volume  of  Chemist  & 
Druggist  of  1 954  from  the  bookshelf  and  looked  at  the  Trade  Report  of 
that  time.  Quinine  sulphate  was  on  offer  at  two  shillings  and  eightpence 
per  ounce,  and  that,  if  my  multiplication  and  conversion  are  to  be  relied 
upon,  is  somewhere  about  £4-25  per  kilo.  In  the  short  space  of  two 
decades  it  has  become  £90. 

Cinchona  bark,  your  report  states,  has  become  very  scarce,  but  that  is  not 
unusual  in  its  chequered  career.  As  far  back  as  two  centuries  ago,  there 
was  a  fear  that  the  stripping  of  the  trees  would  soon  lead  to  a  complete 
breakdown  in  supplies.  I  know  little  of  the  cultivation  and  harvesting  of 
the  tree,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  the  labourer  is  prepared  to  work  for  the  sarpe 
money  as  in  1 954,  though  one  may  doubt  if  he  has  twenty  times  the  wage 
he  had  then.  If  so,  he  must  have  been  grossly  underpaid  at  that  time. 

This  is  an  appropriate  time  to  congratulate  your  wide-ranging  Markets 
Editor  on  his  being  designated  a  Fellow  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
(I  understand  that  the  news  was  broken  to  him  while  he  was  consorting 
on  the  spot  with  Kordofan  cleaned  sorts  —  he  was  always  a  particular 
sort  of  chap.) 

Epidemic 

My  own  first  acquaintance  with  quinine  dates  back  to  the  disastrous 
epidemic  of  influenza  at  the  end  of  the  first  world  war,  when  schools  had 
to  be  closed  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  disease.  But  it  was  no  sugar-coated 
tablet  at  that  time.  I  was  given  powders  of  the  sulphate,  to  take  in  water, 
and,  to  paraphrase  a  popular  song,  the  bitterness  lingered  on.  For  many 
years  thereafter  there  was  an  ammoniated  tincture  —  as  offensive  a 
galenical  as  was  ever  offered  to  a  credulous  public  conditioned  to  believe 
that  the  worse  it  tasted,  the  more  effective  it  was. 
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Loxene  reformulated 

Reckitt  &  Colman  toiletries  division, 
Sunnydale,  Derby  DE2  9GG  have  re- 
formulated the  normal  and  greasy  hair 
variants  of  Loxene  shampoo.  They  have 
a  new  perfume  and  the  foaming  rate 
of  the  normal  variant  has  been  increased. 
Both  variants  have  a  conditioning  agent 
additive  and  the  colour  of  the  greasy 
hair  variant  has  been  changed  from 
yellow  to  green  and  the  normal  variant 
is  a  lighter  shade  than  previously.  The 
anti-bacterial  agent  has  been  changed 
to  include  "two  active  ingredients  which 
perform  more  effectively  against  bacteria 
and  micro  organisms  associated  with 
dandruff".  The  reformulated  Loxene  was 
introduced  first  in  August  and  has  been 
meeting  with  a  favourable  response  from 
consumers,  say  the  makers. 

Janssen  distribution  and  design  changes 

To  cope  with  increasing  demand,  Janssen 
Pharmaceutical  Ltd,  Chapel  Street,  Mar- 
low,  Bucks,  have  recently  changed  distri- 
bution arrangements  for  Operidine,  Subli- 
maze,  Droleptan,  Thalamonal  and  Dipi- 
dolor.  From  October  1  distribution  has 
been  through  some  20  appointed  whole- 
salers, selected  on  the  basis  of  their  hospi- 
tal delivery  capability.  Supplies  of  these 
products  are  now  held  at  the  local  depots. 

Following  transfer  of  manufacture  to 
Belgium,  changes  have  also  been  made  in 
the  labelling  and  packaging.  The  new 
labels  are  claimed  to  be  more  legible  and 
indicate  the  route  of  administration  and 
by  replacing  the  previous  cardboard  undu- 
lations by  polystyrene  ampoule  channels 
the  risk  of  fibrous  particulate  matter  in 
the  surgical  environment  has  been  elimi- 
nated. 

Contact  lens  solution  controls 

Following  the  recent  research  into  the 
antimicrobial  efficiency  of  contact  lens 
solutions  by  the  Bath  University  School 
of  Pharmacy  {C&D,  November  16,  p  688) 
Smith  &  Nephew  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Bessemer  Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts,  say  the  same  legal  controls  and 
official  sterilisation  procedures,  which  are 
carried  out  in  the  manaufacture  of  their 
ethical  ophthalmic  solutions,  apply  equal- 
ly to  the  manufacture  of  Transol,  Tran- 
soak  and  Soquette. 

Beauty  register  scheme 

Germaine  Monteil,  17  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  WIX  4PH,  are  currently  run- 
ning a  "beauty  register"  free-sampling 
scheme.  Those  who  enrol  on  the  beauty 
register  receive  six  free  samples  through- 
out the  year  —  one  every  two  months  — 
to  enable  them  to  try  their  products 
without  incurring  the  expense  of  buying 
them.  There  is  no  obligation  to  buy  any 
products. 

The  scheme  originated  in  the  US  two 


and  a  half  years  ago  and  was  introduced 
to  the  UK  last  year.  At  present,  40  large 
department  stores  {in  Scotland,  Ireland 
and  England)  have  the  beauty  register 
facilities.  Germain  Monteil  are  planning 
to  extend  this  scheme  further  to  other 
stores  that  have  their  trained  consultants. 
There  are,  however  no  plans  to  extend 
the  register  to  include  chemists  because, 
say  the  makers,  "the  administrative  side 
is  very  heavy".  Those  who  enrol  on  the 
register  are  notified  when  they  should 
collect  their  samples  from  the  store;  it 
"wouldn't  be  fair  to  expect  chemists  to 
do  this". 

Dust  mite  allergen  in  Alavac-S 

Bencard,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex  TW8  9BE,  have  introduced 
house  dust  mite  allergen  D.  pteronyssinus 
as  one  the  allergens  which  may  now  be 
included  in  Alavac-S  vaccines.  Alavac-D 
will  no  longer  be  available  as  a  stock 
vaccine  but  house  dust  alone,  or  in  com- 
bination with  other  allergens,  continues 
to  be  available  in  the  Alavac-S  range. 

Aid  to  exporters 

Export  Data,  at  one  time  known  as 
Exporter's  Year  Book  and  for  many 
years  an  important  source  of  reference 
for  all  engaged  in  overseas  trade,  has 
been  brought  up  to  date  in  a  streamlined 
edition  with  improved  monthly  amend- 
ment service.  The  1975  edition,  ready  in 
January,  contains  700-odd  pages  packed 
with  information  on  overseas  countries. 
Every  month  subscribers  receive  details  of 
relevant  changes.  Cost,  including  amend- 
ment service,  £10  a  year  (£8  for  pre- 
publication  orders).  Published  by  Benn 
Brothers  Ltd,  Lyon  Tower,  125  High 
Street,  Colliers  Wood,  London  SW19, 

Shoplifting  deterrent 

To  deter  shoplifters,  Devon  Beachcombers 
(Securities),  Beach  Road,  Hele  Bay,  llfra- 
combe,  Devon,  have  designed  a  pack  of 
eye-catching  display  cards  which  depict  a 
woman  observed  in  the  act  of  shoplifting; 
being  apprehended  and  subsequently  "be- 
hind bars."  The  accompanying  legend 
emphasises  the  seriousness  of  the  offence 
and  its  possible  consequences  in  unmis- 
takable terms  "SHOPLIFTERS  WILL  BE 
PROSECUTED— IS  IT  WORTH  IT?" 
The  pack  comprises  two  display  cards 
size  18  X  13iin  which  can  be  suspended 
or  used  free  standing,  together  with  four 
smaller  cards  simply  comprising  a  "watch- 
ful eye"  which  may  be  sited  in  the  most 
vulnerable  areas  as  a  constant  reminder. 

The  packs  cost  £1-95  each  including 
VAT,  plus  50p  postage  and  packing  (dis- 
counts available  on  orders  for  ten  or 
more  packs). 

SHOPLIFTERS 


WU.  BEPROSBGUm 
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Increase  in  advertising 

Gillette  Industries  Ltd,  Great  West  Road, 
Isleworth,  Middlesex,  have  increased  their 
pre-Christmas  advertising.  Altogether 
they  plan  to  spend  over  £170,000  on 
television,  radio  and  double-page  colour 
spreads  in  magazines  promoting  the  Gil 
and  Techmatic  shaving  systems.  The 
national  television  campaign  will  feature 
commercials  for  the  Gil  system,  and 
commercials  for  both  shaving  systems 
will  be  heard  on  Capital  Radio,  London 
Broadcasting,  BMRB,  Piccadilly  Radio, 
Radio  City,  Radio  Clyde,  Metropolitan 
Broadcasting.  Radio  Hallam  and  Swansea 
Sound.  Magazine  advertising  includes 
Radio  Times,  TV  Times,  Readers'  Di- 
gest, Woman,  Woman's  Own  and  Cosmo- 
politan. 

Max  Factor  bargain  offers 

Six  skin  care  and  make-up  products  are 
being  presented  in  "bargain  sizes"  — 
about  double  the  normal  size  —  by  Max 
Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street,  London 
WIX  4BP.  The  products,  which  will  be 
available  for  sale  by  January  1,  1975,  are 
Sheer  Genius  (80gm,  £0-65);  Hi-Fi  fluid 
make-up  (80cc,  £0-65);  Satin  Flow 
(340cc,  £0-65);  Skin  freshener  (340cc, 
£065);  Satin  moisturiser  (126cc,  £0-65); 
Invisible  foundation  (126  cc,  £0-65). 

They  are  also  presenting  larger  sizes 
in  three  skin  care  preparations  in  the 
Swedish  Formula  range:  purified  clean- 
sing lotion,  purified  skin  toner,  enriched 
moisture  lotion.  Each  one  is  a  larger, 
340-cc  size  (£0  96). 

Two  new  variants 

New  pink  and  green  variants  to  the  blue 
Brush-On-Peel-Off  mask  (£1-19)  have 
been  introduced  by  Helena  Rubinstein 
Ltd,  31  Davies  Street,  London  WIY 
IFN.  The  green  formula  is  suitable  for 
oily  or  combination  skin  types,  the  pink 
formula  for  dry  skin  types.  Both  are  for 
sale  mid-February. 

Dettolin  changes  name 

Dettolin  antiseptic  mouthwash,  made  by 
Reckitt  &  Colman  pharmaceutical  divi- 
sion, Dansom  Lane,  Kingston-upon-Hull, 
HU8  7DS,  has  been  renamed  Dettol  oral 
antiseptic.  The  100ml  size  bottle  has  been 
redesigned  and  is  delivered  in  a  pack  of 
six  instead  of  12.  The  8oz  and  20oz  packs 
remain  unchanged  as  are  the  contents  of 
all  three. 

Cutex  hand  cream  repackaged 

Chesebrough-Ponds  Ltd,  Victoria  Road, 
London  NWIO  6NA,  have  redesigned 
their  Cutex  hand  cream  jar  to  give  it 
"a  smart,  slick  appearance".  The  cream 
now  comes  in  a  straight-sided,  opaque 
white  glass  jar  with  a  red  and  black 
label  and  is  in  one  size  only — 90g  (£0-31). 

4p-off  Kotex 

Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  Maidstone, 
Kent,  are  currently  offering  4p-off  next 
purchase  coupons  on  packs  of  12  Kotex 
feminine  towels. 

Ahdine  on  Radio  Clyde 

Abdine  health  drink  is  to  be  featured  in 
48,  30-second  commercials  from  Decem- 
ber 13  until  the  beginning  of  January 
1975,  on  Radio  Clyde. 

More  product  news  p815 
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Our  best  selling  Ostermilk 


:  Qgf  ormlitr 
two 


.mpletoformwfc  ^ 


now  has  a  serious  rival 


Low-solute  milks  are  now  the  jjrowth 
sector  in  the  baby  milk  market- 

Ostermilk  Complete  Formula,our  new 
low-solute  milk,  is  ;ilready  the  fastest  growing 
baby  milk-food  in  the  country. 

New  formula. 

Babies  on  this  new  milk-food  are  more 
contented,  fewer  suffer  from  severe  wind  and 
they  ;ire  much  less  likely  to  get  nappy  rash. 

Now  in  many  hospitals. 

The  number  of  hospitals  using  the  ready- 
prepared  version  of  our  new  milk -Ostermilk 
Ready-to-Feed  milk-food  for  babies-goes  up 
every  month.  So  more  and  more  mothers  will  be 
asking  for  Ostermilk  Complete  Formula 
when  they  come  out  of  hospital. 


Big  promotion. 

The  new  Ostermilk  has  iJready  been 
welcomed  by  the  medictil  profession.  And  it  is 
being  widely  advertised  to  mothers.  So  m^ike 
sure  you  have  it  in  stock. 

Can  be  recommended  for  all  babies. 

Ostermilk  Complete  Formula  is  suitable 
for  all  babies  from  their  first  feed-right 
through  the  first  year  So  you  can  recommend 
it  to  everyone  with  complete  confidence. 

Ostermilk 
Complete  Formula  for 
contented  babies. 

from  GiaxivF.iriey  Foods. 
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WINTER'S 
BEST  SELLERS 


^^^^^^^ 


■p 


Joined  this  yeor  by  important  Mac  newcomers — 
Honey-Lem  lozenges  and  chemist-oniy  brands 
Night-nurse  and  Clear-night— Beecham  winter 
remedies  are  again  backed  by  massive  TV  and 
press  support,  again  set  to  top  the  sales  league. 
They're  the  brands  customers  will  ask  for  most. 
To  profit  fully  from  demand,  use  the  displays 
and  show  you  stock  the  winter  remedies. 

BEECHAM  PROPRIETARIES,  BRENTFORD,  MIDDLESEX.  01-560  5151 


m 

I 
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Trade  news 

Continued  from  p812 


Rochas  delivery  service 

Rochas  Perfumes  Ltd,  27  Grosvenor 
Street,  W.I,  are  introducing  a  pre- 
Christmas  delivery  service  which  will  en- 
sure all  orders  can  be  met  up  to  Christ- 
mas Eve. 

In  addition  to  existing  deliverv  arrange- 
ments, Rochas  are  supplying  each  area 
salesman  with  his  own  stock  from  which 
ht  can  meet  all  last  minute  orders  and 
salesmen  covering  the  .South  of  England 
will  supply  stock  from  London. 

Glaxo  test  launch  a  success 

Sunny  Start,  a  new  "vitamin  fortified  in- 
stant hot  breakfast  cereal",  on  test  launch 
in  Yorkshire  and  the  North-east  television 
areas,  has  been  a  great  success,  accord- 
ing to  the  makers,  Glaxo-Farley  foods 
division,  Glaxo  Laboratories,  Torr  Lane, 
Plymouth,  PL3  SUA.  So  much  so,  that 
they  are  now  offering  a  6p-off  next  pur- 
chase coupon,  on-pack. 

The  product  has  been  on  test  for  three 
to  four  months  through  branches  of 
Boots  Co  Ltd  and  grocery  outlets.  This 
latest  promotion  follows  a  campaign 
featuring  a  30-second  television  commer- 
cial introducing  the  product.  The  makers 
cannot  say  when  the  product  will  be 
launched  nationally,  but  it  will  be  through 
chemist  and  grocery  outlets. 

Slippery  elm  food  advertising 

Promotion  activity  has  been  renewed  for 
Thompson's  slippery  elm  food,  from 
Potter  &  Clarke  Ltd,  9  Wellesley  Road, 
Croydon  CR9  3LP,  after  a  period  when 
marketing  efforts  have  been  confined  to 
packaging  changes  and  design  up-dating. 
Advertisements  are  to  appear  during  the 
winter  continuing  until  March  1975  in 
News  of  the  World,  Sunday  People, 
Woman's  Realm.  Woman's  Weekly  and 
other  special  interest  journals. 

January  offers  from  Arden 

Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  20  New  Bond 
Street,  London  WIA  2AE,  are  promoting 
two  "special  ofi'ers"  next  January.  The 
first  is  the  new,  larger  size  (57g)  eau  de 
parfum  spray  of  Blue  Grass  fragrance 
for  the  price  of  the  33g  size  (£1-50).  The 
second  is  a  sample  of  Velva  moisture 
film  with  a  bottle  of  skin  tonic  (£1-86). 

National  campaign 

A  national  television  campaign  for  Rennie 
tablets  is  being  launched  by  Nicholas 
Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough, 
Bucks,  for  five  weeks  commencing  Janu- 
ary 6. 

Agents  for  Japanese  Chemicals 

R.  W.  Unwin  &  Co  Ltd,  Prospect  Place, 
Welwyn,  Herts  have  been  appointed  sole 
selling  agents  in  the  UK  for  Juzen 
Chemical  Co  Ltd,  Toyama,  Japan.  De- 
tails of  products  are  published  elsewhere 
in  this  issue. 

Address  change 

Wilcox  Laboratories  Ltd  and  Nativelle 
Laboratories  Ltd's  address  will  be  Castle- 
ham  Road,  St  Leonards-on-Sea,  East 
Sussex  TN  38  9NH,  from  January  1, 
1975    (telephone   Hastings  53391). 


Christmas  holiday  closing 

The  following  companies  will  close  for 
the  Christmas  holiday  period  from  Tues- 
day, December  24,  until  start  of  business. 
Monday,  December  30: 
Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough. 
Kent  MEll  5EL 

Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Guildford,  Surrey 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd,  phar- 
maceuticals division,  Alderley  Park,  Mac- 
clesfield, Ches  SKID  4TF  (and  January  1) 
May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham,  Essex 
(and  January  1) 

Riker  Laboratories,  Morlex  Street,  Lough- 
borough, Leics 

The  following  close  from  Friday,  Dec- 
ember 20  until  start  of  business  Thursday, 
January  2: 

Approved  Prescription  Services  Ltd,  PO 

Box  15.  Whitclift'e  Road,  Cleckheaton. 
Yorks  BD19  3BZ 

Dendron  Ltd,  94  Rickmansvvorth  Road. 

Watford,  Herts  WDl  7JJ 

Thomas   Kerfoot    &    Co    Ltd,    Vale  of 

Bardsley,  Ashton-under-Lyne.  Lanes  OL7 

9RR 

The  following  close  from  Friday,  Dec- 
ember 20  until  start  of  business  Monday, 
December  30  and  are  closed  January  1 
Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co  Ltd*,  Hamp- 
den Park,  Eastbourne,  Sussex 
Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd*,  Hertford 
Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts 
Regent  Laboratories  Ltd,  Cunard  Road, 
olT  Chase  Road,  London  NWIO  6PN. 
*Emergency    supplies    obtainable  from 
John  Bell  &  Croyden.  50  Wigmore  Street, 
London  Wl 


on  TV 

next  week 

Ln  —  London;  M  —  Midland;  Lc  —  Lancashire; 
Y  —  Yorkshire;  Sc  —  Scotland;  WW  —  Wales 
and  West;  So  —  South;  NE  —  North-east; 
A  —  Anglia;  U  —  Ulster;  We  —  Westward; 
B  —  Border;  G  —  Grampian;  E  —  Eireann; 
CI  —  Channel  Islands. 

Alka-Sellzer:  All  areas 
Aquafresh:  All  areas 
Beecham  powders  range:  WW,  We,  CI 
Beecham  powders  Hot  Lemon:  All  ex- 
cept WW,  We,  E,  CI 

Beecham  powders  and  tablets:  All  ex- 
cept WW,  We.  E,  CI 
Bright  &  Beautiful  tissues:  All  areas 
Buttercup  syrup:  M,  Y,  NE 
Coty  fragrances:  All  except  E 
Fisherman's   Friend   lozenges:   Ln.  Sc. 
So,  NE,  A 
Flair:  All  areas 
Harmony  hairspray:  All  areas 
Khadine:  All  areas 
Mentho  Lyptus:  All  except  E 
Old  Spice:  All  areas 
Pears  foam  bath:  All  areas 
Polaroid  Super  Swinger:  All  areas 
Sea  Jade:  All  areas 
Shanida:  All  areas 
Signal:  All  areas 
SR:  All  areas 
Stowaway:  M 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  areas 
Three  Wishes:  All  areas 
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New 


A  'unisex'  collection 

A  new  collection  of  toiletries  and  hair 
preparations  —  Mechant  —  designed  to 
appeal  to  both  men  and  women,  has  been 
introduced  by  The  House  of  Caracalla. 

The  hair  preparations  have  been  de- 
veloped by  Giulio  lerzoli,  founder  of 
unisex  hairdressing  salons  in  Rome  and 
London,  and  consist  of  a  lOO-g  hairspray 
(£0-87)  and  100-g  hair  conditioner  (£0-62). 
The  conditioner  is  said  to  be  particularly 
suitable  for  dry  or  permed  hair,  and 
gentle  enough  for  use  on  children's  hair. 
The  hair  spray  has  the  same  fragrance 
as  the  Mechant  toiletries  range  and  is 
said  to  control  the  hair  without  leaving 
a  "sticky"  layer  or  feel  to  the  hair. 

The  toiletries  consist  of  an  eau  de 
Cologne  (50g  £1-62,  lOOg  £2-86)  after 
shave  (50g  £1-31,  lOOg  £1-97)  and  lOO-g 
deodorant  (£M6).  All  are  aerosol  products 
and  are  packed  in  cartons  carrying  the 
motif  of  the  company  —  a  Roman  coin 
with  the  head  of  the  Emperor  Caradalla 
(The  House  of  Caracalla  Ltd,  126  Wig- 
more  Street.  London  Wl). 

Two  from  Charles  Revson 

Two  products  are  to  be  introduced  to 
the  CHR  collection  in  1975  CHR  gel 
lipstick  (£2-40)  is  presented  in  a  mirrored 
case  with  brush  for  application.  It  has 
a  gel  base  that  "ensures  that  colours 
are  brighter  and  truer"  and  the  shine  is 
said  to  last  longer.  There  are  three 
types  of  lipsticks  —  creme,  in  a  choice 
of  five  shades:  sheer,  in  three  shades: 
frost,  in  four  shades.  Available  January. 

CHR  face  makeup  system  (£6-75)  con- 
sists of  two  processes.  Phase  1  is  a 
priming  base  to  cover  imperfections  and 
provide  an  emollient  base.  And  phase 
!  1  provides  colour  to  the  skin.  For  sale 
in  February,  the  make-up  comes  in  a 
choice  of  five  colours  (Charles  Revson. 
86  Brook  Street.  London  WIY  2BA). 
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Contractors  incensed 

We  are  all  well  aware  that  a  claim  for 
increased  remuneration  has  been  made 
by  the  Central  Contractors  Committee 
on  behalf  of  chemist  contractors  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
with  a  deadline  for  a  reply  of  December 
13.  The  Central  Contractors  Committee 
have  arranged  a  special  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  Department's  reply  on  Decem- 
ber 17  because  of  the  urgency  of  the 
present  position. 

A  meeting  of  the  West  Sussex  Area 
Chemists'  Contractors  Committee  was 
held  on  December  3,  the  main  item  on 
the  agenda  was  remuneration  —  or  rather 
lack  of  appropriate  remuneration.  I  have 
never  known  the  Committee  to  be  in 
such  a  belligerent  mood  during  the  whole 
time  that  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be 
secretary  of  this  Committee,  that  is  26 
years.  The  Committee  was  adamant  that 
should  the  Department's  offer  be  con- 
sidered not  acceptable,  then  it  was  im- 
perative that  either  a  special  meeting  of 
representatives  of  Area  Chemists'  Con- 
tractors Committee  be  called  or  a  mass 
meeting  of  chemist  contractors  be 
arranged  in  London  to  institute  sanctions 
sufficient  to  obtain  the  required  result. 
Various  sections  of  the  Health  Service 
have  been  forced  to  institute  industrial 
action  or  sanctions  to  obtain  reasonable 
remuneration,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
the  pharmaceutical  profession  has  been 
too  easy  going,  now  is  the  time  to  show 
its  teeth. 

E.  J.  W.  Cuer, 

secretary, 
Area  Chemists'  Contractors 
Committee,  Worthing. 


Sweetener  supplies 

May  we  hear  again  from  the  spokesman 
for  Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd?  (C&D,  p  727, 
November  23). 

I  enclose  two  delivery  notes  which 
should  indicate  to  you  that  the  demand 
for  Sucron  made  by  at  least  one  chemist 
has  not  been  met.  [Requests  for  Sucron 
are  marked  "Reorder"  —  Editor.] 

L.  Paget 
East  Dulwich, 
London  SE22  ORR 

The  Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd  spokesman 
replied  that  his  statement  was  perfectly 
true  at  the  time.  The  situation  had  since 
deteriorated  as  the  demand  for  Sucron 
had  risen  far  more  than  expected  and 
sugar  supplies  were  still  scarce  in  spite 
of  Government  forecasts  to  the  contrary. 
He  said  there  were  signs  of  an  improve- 
ment but  could  not  guarantee  when  sup- 
plies of  Sucron  would  be  back  to  normal 
Salesmen  were  being  allocated  limited 
supplies  to  ensure  fair  distribution  locally. 


Was  it  a  breakthrough? 

I  was  interested  to  read  about  another 
wholesaler's  "breakthrough"  in  produc- 
ing a  price  extended  delivery  note  (C&D, 
November  30,  p  765). 

Our  Care  customers  are  now  enjoying 
the  benefits  of  an  invoice  with  goods 
system  produced  on  an  in-house  NCR 
mini  computer  which  provides  a  fully 
priced  and  extended  invoice  as  well  as 
a  delivery  document  giving  current  re- 
commended retail  price.  This  type  of 
system  is  also  available  from  other  Care 
wholesale  distributors  and  has  proved 
beneficial  in  allowing  members  of  the 
group  to  keep  up  with  a  constantly 
changing  price  situation. 

J.  E.  H.  Forster, 

managing  director, 
Hal!  Forster  &  Co  Ltd. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 

I  very  much  enjoyed  reading  your  article 
on  the  computer  link  Unichem  Ltd  have 
installed  with  their  depots  and  the  advan- 
tages of  a  price  extended  delivery  note 
(November  30,  p  765). 

However  1  would  like  to  point  out  that 
since  the  beginning  of  October  we  have 
been  operating,  for  a  trial  period,  a 
system  of  showing  '  retail  selling  price" 
on  our  advice  note.  We,  of  course,  felt 
that  with  the  current  rate  of  inflation  it 
was  difficult  for  the  retail  pharmacist 
to  rely  solely  on  a  price  list. 

Alex  C.  Lomax, 
sales  office  manager. 
West  Loughton,  Bolton,  Lanes. 


Books 


Current  Concepts  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Sciences  —  Dosage  Form  Design  and 
Bioavailability 

Edited  by  J.  Swarbrick 
Lea  &  Febiger,  USA  (UK:  Henry  Kimpton, 
205  Great  Portland  Street,  London  W1). 
10J  X  7^in.  Pp  xi  +  230.  £875. 
This  volume  sets  out  to  present  a  balanced 
appraisal  of  the  phenomenon  of  drug 
bioavailability  and  show  that,  on  occasion, 
differences  in  bioavailability  do  exist,  that 
the  dift'erences  can  be  significant  in  terms 
of  clinical  and  adverse  effects,  and  that 
ways  do  exist  to  overcome,  or  at  least 
minimise,  such  differences.  Different  chap- 
ters review  the  bioavailability  of  solid 
dosage  forms;  the  effect  of  formulation 
additives  on  the  bioavailability  of  drugs  in 
solution  or  suspensions;  inhalation  aero- 
sols; the  design  and  analysis  of  compara- 
tive blood  level  trails  to  evaluate  formu- 
lations; and  the  physiological  factors  af- 
fecting bioavailability  from  oral  dosage 
forms. 

Assessment  of  the  Carcinogenicity  and 
Mutagenicity  of  Chemicals 

World  Health  Organisation  Technical  Re- 
port Series,  1974  No  546  (UK:  H.M.  Sta- 
ionery  Office).  7J  x  5Jin.  Pp  19  £0-59. 

The  report  summarises  present  knowledge 


14  December,  1974 

of  the  mechanisms  of  mutagenesis  and 
carcinogenesis  and  the  relationships  be- 
tween these  mechanisms.  Many  com- 
pounds need  metabolic  activation  by  tissue 
enzymes  or  by  enzymes  of  the  intestinal 
flora  before  they  exert  a  carcinogenic  or 
mutagenic  action.  This  has  important  im- 
plications for  the  design  of  in  vitro  tests. 
The  introduction  of  //(  vitro  systems  of 
bioassay  incorporating  metabolic  acti- 
vators has  been  a  significant  advance. 
Although  some  potent  mutagens  have  not 
been  demonstrated  to  be  carcinogenic  in 
any  of  the  test  systems  used  and  not  all 
carcinogens  seem  to  be  mutagenic,  there 
is  increasing  evidence  that,  in  their  car- 
cinogenically  reactive  form,  many  carcino- 
gens can  induce  mutations.  The  report 
concludes  that  the  existence  of  a  threshold 
may  be  envisaged  level  below  which  car- 
cinogens are  no  longer  hazardous.  How- 
ever, since  the  difficulties  of  determining 
a  threshold  for  a  population  are  great, 
a  proposed  procedure  for  assessing  the 
health  hazards  of  carcinogens  at  very  low 
levels  of  exposure  is  described  in  detail 
in  an  annex. 

Sterile  Dosage  Forms:  Their  Preparation 
and  Clinical  Application 

S.  Turco,  Pharm  D,  and  R.  E.  King,  PhD. 
Lea  &  Febiger,  USA  (UK:  Henry  Kimpton, 
205  Great  Portland  Street,  London  W1). 
9|  X  6in.  Pp  ix  -t-  273.  £3  80. 
Designed  to  give  a  broad  view  of  the 
technology  involved  in  the  preparation  and 
administration  of  sterile  dosage  forms,  the 
book  gives  an  understanding  of  the  re- 
quirements of  such  products,  particularly 
to  the  hospital  pharmacist  who  is  called 
upon  extemporaneously  to  prepare  in- 
jections. 

The  authors  in  fact  observe  that  an 
information  gap  exists  between  those  who 
manufacture  sterile  products  and  those 
who  routinely  prepare,  dispense  and  ad- 
minister them  they  feel  that  by  an  ap- 
preciation of  basic  information  on  the 
characteristics  of  sterile  products,  it  is 
possible  to  avoid  violations  in  use.  The 
first  few  chapters  of  the  book  should 
help  to  achieve  this  end.  Other  chapters 
are  concerned  with  extemporaneous  prep- 
aration, biopharmaceutic  factors  influen- 
cing drug  availability,  parenteral  admix- 
tures and  incompatibilities,  radiopharma- 
ceuticals, and  ophthalmic  preparations. 

Pharmaceutical  Calculations,  6th  edition 

/W.  J.  Stoklosa,  PhC,  BS,  AM,  ScD. 
Lea  &  Febiger,  USA  (UK:  Henry  Kimp- 
ton 205  Great  Portland  Street,  London 
W1 )  9i  x  ejin.  Pp  x  -f  402.  £4-75 
The  general  plan  of  previous  editions  has 
not  been  altered,  and  the  basic  substance 
and  method  have  been  retained  without 
any  drastic  innovations.  However  a  sub- 
stantial portion  of  the  material  has  been 
rearranged  and  some  topics  that  were 
previously  included  in  the  appendices  are 
now  presented  in  separate  chapters,  and 
a  new  chapter  on  buffers  and  buffer  solu- 
tions has  been  added.  The  chapter  on 
electrolyte  solutions  has  been  extended 
and  the  chapter  on  electrolyte  solutions 
h.is  been  revised  and  expanded  to  include 
problemr.  dealing  with  units  of  potency 
and  parenteral  additives.  As  in  previous 
editions,  theoretical  discussion  has  been 
kept  to  a  minimum,  with  the  aim  to  teach 
by  practice  rather  than  precept. 
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A  year's  experience 
with  Pharmatriever 


In  the  Bromley  High  Street  branch  of  Wallace  Pring  &  Co  the  staff  have  now  built 

up  more  than  12  months'  experience  of  using  a  Sperry  Remington  Pharmatriever, 

Here  director  Peter  Wright,  MPS,  appraises  its  usefulness. 


Before  purchasing  the  Pharmatriever  we 
were  optimistic  about  its  potential  value, 
but  to  be  fully  convinced  we  had  to  try  it 
ourselves,  and  ours  was  to  be  the  first 
such  installation  in  the  UK  (see  C&D, 
January  26,  p  76).  All  the  medicinal  pre- 
parations in  our  dispensary  could  be 
housed,  with  room  to  spare,  in  one  com- 
pact Pharmatriever  instead  of  being 
crammed  on  shelves  literally  covering  four 
walls  from  floor  to  ceiling.  Floor  area 
saved  could  be  converted  into  more  pro- 
ductive shop  sales  space,  and  mechani- 
sation would  make  the  pharmacist's  job 
easier  and  less  fatiguing. 

Having  worked  with  the  system  for  a 
year  my  enthusiasm  is  undiminished. 
Indeed  it  is  now  shared  by  everybody  who 
comes  into  contact  with  this  revolutionary 
dispensing  aid.  To  paraphrase  an  old 
adage,  "Presence  makes  the  heart  grow 
fonder!" 

All  the  claims  made  by  the  makers 
have  been  substantiated  by  our  experi- 
ence. To  get  hold  of  the  product  you  want 
involves  nothing  more  strenuous  than 
pressing  a  button.  Within  seconds  the 
electric  motor  winds  the  internal  trays 
round  and  stops  with  the  required  one 
at  the  delivery  point,  at  a  height  ideal  for 
seated  or  standing  operation. 

Our  stock  is  better  protected  than  it 
used  to  be.  Not  only  is  it  kept  in  a  vir- 

Mr  White  at  his  automated  dispensary. 


tually  dust-free  environment,  but  security 
has  been  vastly  improved.  Overnight  we 
leave  the  Pharmatriever  locked  shut  and 
with  the  electric  power  switched  off.  Re- 
cently, the  shop  was  broken  into  during 
the  night  by  villains  anxious  to  steal  some 
drugs.  Fortunately  the  security  afforded 
by  the  machine  denied  them  access.  Let 
us  hope  the  same  will  be  true  if  there 
should  be  a  future  attempt. 

Still  on  the  plus  side,  we  reckon  it  is 
now  easier  to  assess  stock  levels  and  re- 
plenish them.  The  actual  physical  and 
mental  process  of  selecting  a  particular 
shelf  for  the  required  product  appears  to 
reduce  any  error  factors  associated  with 
the  "reach  and  grab"  method  where,  for 
example,  the  temptation  to  grab  Navidrex 
K  might  be  stronger  than  that  for  Hydro- 
saluric  K. 

On  the  debit  side,  I  cannot  think  of  a 
single  disadvantage  that  we  have  experi- 
enced. We  must  have  pressed  the  buttons 
tens  of  thousands  of  times  and  we  have 
had  neither  a  single  failure  nor  any  need 
to  call  a  service  engineer. 

To  be  fair,  I  can  comment  only  on 
what  we  have  observed  ourselves.  I 
might  venture  an  opinion  on  the  useful- 
ness or  otherwise  of  Pharmatriever  to 
m.uch  larger  or  smaller  businesses,  but  be- 
cause it  is  only  an  extrapolation  from  our 
personal  experience,  this  might  not  ne- 


cessarily be  borne  out  in  actual  practice. 

Regarding  the  virtues  of  the  machine's 
application  where  there  are  frequent 
changes  of  staff —  late  night  opening  or 
weekend  service,  for  instance  —  I  was  of 
two  minds.  On  the  basis  that  (at  least  un- 
til such  practices  become  universal) 
mechanisation  will  be  unfamiliar  to  a 
locum,  initially  I  would  have  hesitated 
to  recommend  it.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
if  a  relief  can  competently  learn  a  com- 
plex layout  of  wall  shelving  such  as  we 
had  formerly,  then  why  not  an  associa- 
tion between  products  and  button  num- 
bers? It's  simply  a  swap  of  a  spatial  for 
a  numeric  relationship. 

It  is  our  policy  at  Wallace  Pring  to 
have  the  Pharmatriever  on  full  view  to 
the  public.  Some  potential  users  may  have 
ethical  objections  or  consider  that  it 
should  be  kept  out  of  sight.  This  need 
not  create  a  problem:  simply  turn  it  to 
face  the  other  way  and  you've  achieved 
a  certain  amount  of  privacy  without  the 
extra  expense  of  erecting  more  walls  or 
partitions. 

We  have  it  on  display  mainly  because 
we  feel  that  we  are  removing  some  of 
the  old  "mystique"  of  dispensing.  Secrecy 
is  something  we  see  no  merit  in  if  open- 
ness is  better  for  business  (except  when 
we  spill  tablets  on  the  floor!).  The  policy 
has  worked  in  our  case  and  we  can 
directly  attribute  at  least  a  part  of  our 
increase  in  business  since  Christmas  1973 
to  the  presence  of  Pharmatriever.  Our 
turnover  is  now  so  much  greater  that  we 
are  having  to  carry  additional  stock, 
which  could  never  have  been  housed  on 
our  old  shelving. 

Friendly  customer  contact  is  easier  to 
maintain,  and  visitors  are  expressing  more 
active  interest  in  our  work.  In  turn  we 
are  finding  that  even  when  we  are  busy 
or  getting  tired  late  in  the  day  that  dis- 
pensing continues  to  be  a  pleasure.  We 
hope  also  that  our  "open  plan"  and  close- 
ness to  the  public  inspires  them  too,  and 
that  in  spite  of  being  unwell  enough  to 
evidently  require  medication,  they  feel 
better  for  the  visit  to  our  pharmacy. 


Decimo  introduce 
new  calculators 

Decimo  have  introduced  two  new  pocket 
calculators.  The  first  is  described  as  hav- 
ing king-size  digits,  soft  green  illuminated 
display  and  man-sjze,  non-slip  keys.  The 
main  feature  of  the  calculator  is  the  VAT 
per  cent  key  where,  at  the  press  of  a 
button,  the  8  per  cent,  or  any  rate  of 
VAT,  can  be  calculated,  added  or  de- 
0  ducted,  stored  in  the  memory  and  brought 
>  back  to  the  display  screen  whenever  re- 
quired. 

There  is  an  adaptor  to  use  the  electri- 
city supply  whenever  desired.  (Price  £29-95 
-f-  adaptor  £3  extra,  and  VAT.) 

Secondly  there  is  the  Metrico  KP60, 
designed  as  a  "complete  calculator  with 
VAT  per  cent  key  and  memory,  in  fact 
with  the  same  facilities  of  other  calcula- 
tors, but  with  the  full  ad.antare  of 
metric  conversion."  (£39-95  +  VAT.) 
(Decimo  Ltd,  96  Park  Street,  Luton,  Beds 
LUl  3EX.) 
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More  research  needed  on 
effect  of  drugs  in  nutrition 


The  nutritional  consequences  of  long- 
term  drug  therapy  should  be  included  in 
the  assessment  of  drugs,  recommends  a 
report  published  last  week. 

The  report  —  Food  and  Nutrition  Re- 
search, report  of  the  Agricultural  and 
Medical  Research  Councils'  joint  com- 
mittee (HM  Stationery  Office,  £3-80)  — 
states  that  the  long-term  administration 
of  drugs  may  interfere  with  the  absorp- 
tion or  metabolism  of  vitamins  and  miner- 
als and  possibly  lead  to  their  depletion. 
Examples  of  such  interactions  given  in 
the  report  are:  antiepileptics  with  folic 
acid,  vitamin  D;  antimalarials  and  folic 
acid;  isoniazid  and  pyridoxine;  and  oral 
contraceptives  with  pyridoxine,  ascorbic 
acid,  copper,  zinc.  Later  the  report  calls 
in  particular  for  investigation  of  the  effect 
of  long-term  use  of  oral  contraceptives  on 
vitamin  status. 

The  chairman  of  the  joint  committee. 
Professor  A.  Neuberger,  formerly  of  De- 
partment of  Clinical  Pathology,  St  Mary's 
Hospital  Medical  School,  said  the  203- 
page  report  was  the  result  of  over  two 
years'  work  by  the  committee.  It  was 
designed  to  indicate  the  important  lines 
of  research  required  on  nutrition. 

Viitamlns 

On  vitamins,  the  report  states  that 
"very  few"  of  the  benefits  claimed  for 
vitamin  therapy  have  been  firmly  estab- 
lished or  generally  accepted,  but  never- 
theless it  calls  for  further  investigations: 
"Sound  supporting  evidence  might  bring 
to  light  conditions  in  which  there  is  an 
abnormally  high  demand  for  certain 
vitamins,  or  reveal  special  metabolic  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  play  an  im- 
portant part.  If  on  the  other  hand  false 
claims  were  clearly  refuted,  their  com- 
mercial exploitation  would  be  dis- 
couraged." 

No  effective  drug  therapy  had  yet  been 
developed  for  obesity:  "Drugs  which  re- 
duce appetite  appear  either  to  be  ineffec- 
tive in  the  long  run  or  to  have  undesire- 
able  metabolic  side-effects."  If  thermo- 
genesis  proved  to  be  a  significant  factor 
in  appetite  regulation,  a  logical  conse- 
quence would  be  a  search  for  acceptable 
drugs  which  stimulated  it.  The  report  con- 
cludes that  the  treatment  and  control  of 
obesity  is  likely  to  be  unsatisfactory  as 
long  as  the  condition  is  regarded  as  a 
single  entity,  and  until  more  is  known 
about  the  underlying  metabolic  abnor- 
malities in  different  t\pes  of  the  condition. 

Other  points  from  the  report  include: 

□  More  work  is  needed  on  the  relation- 
ship of  dietary  fibre  to  disease,  but  it  is 
important  to  characterise  the  nature  as 
well  as  the  quantity  of  the  fibre: 

□  Six-fold  or  greater  variation  in  drug 
metabolism    rates   have   been   found  by 


studies  in  the  USA  and  Sweden; 

□  Standard  dosages  of  drugs,  worked  out 
on  well-nourished  populations,  may  need 
to  be  modified  for  those  who  are  under- 
nourished, in  case  they  may  be  either 
ineffective  or  toxic; 

Q  Substantiation  is  required  of  studies 
which  have  suggested  that,  even  in  the 
absence  of  anaemia,  iron  therapy  may 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  resistance 
to  fatigue  and  may  increase  work  capa- 
city even  when  the  blood  haemoglobin 
status  is  "normal"; 

□  Oral  administration  of  antibiotics  and 
other  antimicrobial  drugs  undoubtedly 
influences  the  balance  of  the  gut  micro- 
flora, but  the  consequences  to  the  host's 
nutrition  are  poorly  understood; 

□  It  has  been  found  that  ascorbic  acid 
has  some  effect  in  promoting  iron  ab- 
sorption and  it  has  been  claimed  that, 
in  the  treatment  of  iron  deficiency 
anaemia,  increased  intakes  of  vitamin  C 
may  be  better  than  iron  supplements; 

□  There  is  considerable  scope  for  re- 
search to  establish  the  relative  import- 
ance of  diet  in  the  aetiology  of  cardio- 
vascular disease; 

□  The  associations  between  the  non- 
absorbed  carbohydrates  of  foods  and  the 
incidence  of  bowel  disease,  atherosclerosis, 
coronary  heart  disease  and  varicose  and 
postoperative  thrombosis  is  sufficiently 
strong  to  warrant  critical  epidemiological 
and  experimental  investigation; 

O  Several  of  the  B  vitamins  have  been 
implicated  in  the  synthesis  or  physiologi- 
cal actions  of  hormones,  and  further 
knowledge  might  explain  some  of  the 
far-reaching  clinical  effects  of  individual 
vitamin  deficiencies  and  throw  light  on 
the  mechanism  of  hormone  actions. 


Ulster  Chemists' 
Association  president 

Mr  Derek  Corbett,  MPSNl,  was  last  week 
elected  president  of  the  Ulster  Chemists' 
Association. 

Educated  at  the  Royal  Belfast  Aca- 
demical Institution,  Queen's  University. 
Belfast,  and  Belfast  College  of  Techno- 
logy, he  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
Mr  J.  Knox,  MPS,  253  Upper  New- 
townards  Road.  Belfast  4.  After  quali- 
fying in  1958,  he  was  superintendent  of 
Dundela  Pharmacy  Ltd,  Belfast,  before 
opening  his  own  business  at  Gilnahirk, 
Belfast,  where  he  practised  for  thirteen 
years.  Last  year  he  joined  with  the  late 
Mr  J.  L.  Mclntyre.  MPS,  in  Springhill 
Pharmacy,  Bangor,  and  from  October  1. 
1974  took  over  sole  ownership  of  that 
pharmacy. 

Before  becoming  a  proprietor,  Mr 
Corbett  was  a  Committee  member  and 
secretary  of  UCA's  Associates'  Section. 
He  is  also  a  past  chairman  and  secretary 
of  East  Belfast  Branch,  and  he  joined  the 
UCA  Executive  Committee  in  1969.  A 
do-it-yourself  enthusiast  and  model-maker, 
he  lives  at  Gilnahirk  with  his  wife  Pat 
and  three  children. 


Leaflet  advises  on  patient's 

The  Patients'  Association  has  published 
a  leaflet,  entitled  "Can  I  insist,"*  advis- 
ing on  situations  where  patients  may  be 
puzzled  about  their  rights. 

The  Association,  which  campaigns  for 
improvements  in  the  NHS  and  better  ser- 
vices for  patients,  says  the  information 
in  the  leaflet  gives  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions patients  most  frequently  ask.  Sub- 
jects covered  include  the  right  to  an 
NHS  general  practitioner,  removal  from 
a  gp's  list,  dental  treatment,  hospital 
patients  and  visiting,  and  maternity. 

On  trying  to  find  a  private  general 
practitioner,  the  leaflet  notes  that  doctors 
are  not  allowed  to  advertise,  and  sug- 
gests that  a  person  should  first  try  to  get 
a  recommendation  from  neighbours  or 
friends.  Failing  that,  "you  could  ask  your 
local  chemist"  or  the  local  citizens' 
advice  bureau  should  be  able  to  help. 
With  abortion,  the  patient  is  advised  to 


rights 

have  a  pregnancy  test  two  weeks  after 
the  first  missed  period,  but  the  leaflet 
warns  that  "commercial  testing  services 
may  try  to  recruit  you  to  a  private 
abortion  clinic". 

*Patients'  Association,  335  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  London  WCIX  8PX.  £0-20.  A  large 
self-addressed  envelope  should  be  en- 
closed. 

Possible  malaria  vaccine 

A  vaccine  against  malaria  has  been  used 
successfully  in  monkeys,  according  to  a 
recent  Nature.  A  research  team  at  Guy's 
Hospital  Medical  School  found  that 
merozoites,  the  stage  at  which  the  para- 
site migrates  between  red  blood  cells, 
when  injected  with  an  adjuvant  pro- 
duced a  high  level  of  immunity  against 
many  antigenic  variants  of  a  strain  of 
Plasmodium  knowlesi  and  also  against 
another  strain. 
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Glaxo  again  stall  Nl  wholesaler  over  terms  at  AGM 


The  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd  in  London  on  Mon- 
day were  again  enlivened  by  a  contingent 
from  Belfast  representing  the  interests  of 
the  wholesaler,  Mr  Harold  Mitchell.  At 
each  annual  meeting  of  Glaxo  since  Decem- 
ber 1971,  Mr  Mitchell  has  brought  to  the 
notice  of  shareholders  and  the  board  the 
fact  that  the  Group  had  denied  his  com- 
pany wholesale  terms  for  Glaxo  medicinal 
products.  Up  to  mid  1971,  he  claims, 
Glaxo  had  allowed  him  such  terms  but 
then  decided  there  were  sufficient  whole- 
salers without  his  business  and  that  he 
was  unable  to  make  the  necessary  de- 
liveries. As  reported  exclusively  in  C&D 
at  the  time  (December  18,  1971,  p  882) 
Mr  R.  A.  Smart  a  group  executive 
director,  promised  Glaxo  would  review 
the  situation  and  would  reinstate  whole- 
sale terms  if  it  was  in  the  interests  of 
shareholders  or  desirable  for  the  people 
of  Northern  Ireland. 

To  enforce  his  claim  Mr  Mitchell 
sought  at  this  year's  meeting  to  show 
that  his  company: 

□  were  more  competitive  than  Glaxo's 
subsidiary  Vestric,  his  return  on  capital 
employed  being  34-36  per  cent  against 
Vestric's  10-44  per  cent  (in  1973). 

□  On  deliveries,  he  claimed  that  he  was 
the  only  wholesaler  situated  in  the  Western 
area  of  Belfast  in  the  middle  of  a  popu- 
lation of  190,000  and  three  main  hospitals 
around  him.  In  these  troublesome  times, 
he  said,  competing  wholesalers  on  the 
other  side  of  the  city  were  frequently 
unable  to  get  into  the  area  because  of 
barricades  on  the  bridges. 


Objection 

After  a  shareholder  objected  to  the 
"growing  tendency  of  annual  meetings 
being  used  as  a  forum  for  bringing  up 
irrelevant  subjects"  and  suggesting  that  the 
chairman,  Mr  A.  E.  Bide,  should  have 
ruled  the  subject  out  of  order.  Mr  Bide 
gave  Mr  Mhchell  60  seconds  to  wind  up. 

Mr  L.  McCullock  and  Mr  M.  L. 
Glazer  also  spoke  on  Mr  Mitchell's  be- 
half. Mr  McCullock  pointed  out  that 
it  was  often  necessary  after  consulting 
the  doctor  to  substitute  a  Glaxo  product 
with  another  firm's  product.  Having  to 
do  this  was  not  in  the  interests  of 
Glaxo's  shareholders.  The  Ulster  Chemists 
Association's  executive  committee  had 
pointed  out  to  Glaxo  that  they  con- 
sidered any  restriction  in  the  chain  of 
supply  from  manufacturer  to  wholesaler 
and  from  wholesaler  to  dispensing  chemist 
"could  be  detrimental  to  an  essential 
community  service.  It  is  the  right  of  the 
individual  to  use  the  chemist  of  his 
choice  who  in  turn  has  the  right  to  the 
wholesaler  of  his  choice.  Restriction  of 
supply  by  pharmaceutical  manufacturers 
to  certain  bona  fide  chemist  wholesalers 


in  Northern  Ireland  introduces  partiality 
and  is  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
profession  as  a  whole"  their  letter  said. 

Replying,  Mr  Bide  said  the  position 
was  not  new.  Nothing  Mr  Mitchell  had 
said  over  the  period  had  influenced  them 
to  change  their  mind.  The  complainant 
had  referred  the  matter  to  a  number  of 
offices  including  the  Office  of  Fair  Trad- 
ing with  whom  the  matter  rested  at  the 
moment.  If  that  olTice  in  due  time  found 
Mr  Mitchell  had  a  case  Glaxo  would  be 
happy  to  reinstate  wholesale  terms. 

Mr  Glazer  whose  pharmacy  was  in 
the  centre  of  Belfast  until  a  month  ago 
when  it  was  completely  destroyed  by  .i 
bomb  (the  fourth  time  he  has  been  put 
out  of  business),  said  conditions  in  the 
city  were  atrocious  but  business  was 
surprisingly  good.  Deliveries  from  whole- 
salers were  often  curtailed  and  it  was 
essential  that  they  were  able  to  trade 
with  as  many  wholesalers  as  possible. 
Glaxo's  attitude,  he  said,  made  it  more 
difficult. 

Another  pharmacist  shareholder  from 
Dublin  who  was  unknown  to  the  Nl 
contingent  spoke  in  the  same  vein.  After 
the  meeting  was  over  Mr  Mitchell  told 
C&D  that  because  his  plea  had  been  cut 
short  he  had  not  been  able  to  present 
a  petition  signed  by  over  400  chemists 
and  doctors  in  Ulster  supporting  his 
application.  Last  year  a  similar  petition 
was  presented  bearing   150  signatures. 

To  date  Mr  Mitchell  believes  he  has 
spent  over  £10,000  in  his  fight  to  regain 
wholesaler  terms  from  Glaxo. 

US  company  to  build 
antibiotic  plant  in  Ireland 

The  US  Schering-Plough  Corporation  is 
to  build  a  bulk  antibiotic  pharmaceutical 
production  complex  at  Clonmel,  co  Tip- 
perary,  Ireland.  Total  capital  investment 


in  the  project  will  be  approximately 
£26m  and  the  Industrial  Development 
Authority  of  Ireland,  the  State  agency 
responsible  for  industrial  development  in 
the  Republic,  is  to  make  a  grant  towards 
the  cost. 

The  company  hopes  to  commence  pro- 
duction in  1976  of  a  bulk  antibiotic. 
Additional  products,  including  bulk  syn- 
thetic drugs  and  pharmaceuticals  or 
cosmetics,  will  be  added  between  1979 
and  1980  in  two  further  phases.  Full 
production  is  expected  to  be  reached  in 
1982,  and  the  antibiotics  manufactured  at 
the  Irish  facility  will  be  marketed 
throughout  the  world. 

Appointments 

Lon  (UK)  Ltd:  Miss  Jeannie  MacMillan 
has  been  appointed  to  promote  sales,  or- 
ganise promotions  and  to  train  beauty 
consultants. 

ECGD:  Mr  Kenneth  Taylor,  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Price  Commission,  takes 
over  as  official  head  of  the  Export  Credits 
Guarantee  Department  on  January  1, 
1975,  in  succession  to  Mr  Robert  Fell. 

LR  Industries  Ltd:  Mr  Ian  Scott  has 
been  appointed  a  product  manager.  He 
joins  the  company  from  Independent 
Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  having  previ- 
ously been  with  Boots  Co. 

Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co:  Mr  Anthony  F. 
Cox  of  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co  will  be 
retiring  from  the  board  on  December  31 
after  54  years'  service  with  the  company 
He  was  a  director  for  42  years  and  chair- 
man for  23  years.  Mr  D.  J.  Green,  ACA, 
is  to  be  appointed  financial  director  as 
from  January  1,  1975. 

Laughton  &  Sons  Ltd:  Mr  P.  Clayton, 
export  sales  director,  is  retiring  on  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1975  after  48  years'  service  with 
the  company.  EflFective  January  1,  1975, 
Mr  E.  Newman,  director  of  Stratton 
Compacts,  becomes  export  sales  director; 
Mr  T.  Laughton,  home  sales  director, 
takes  over  as  director  responsible  for 
Stratton  Compacts  and  Mr  Tony  Peachey, 
becomes  home  sales  and  marketing 
manager,  January  1,  1975. 


A  massive  120- 
ton  Yankee 
drying  cylinder, 
was  unloaded 
onto  the  docks  at 
Barrow  last 
week.  It  was 
part  of  a  new 
high  speed  paper 
making  machine 
which  is  being 
commissioned  at 
Bowater-Scott's 
Barrow  IMill  on 
March  1,  1975. 
The  equipment 
is  a  major  part 
of  Bowater- 
Scott's  £5^-m 
expansion 
programme. 
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Marl<et 
News 

DULL  TRADING 

London,  December  10:  All  sections  of 
the  market  were  dull  during  the  week 
and    most    prices    were  repeated. 

In  crude  drugs  a  few  items  were 
easier.  They  include  balsams  copaiba 
and  Peru,  podophyllum  and  benzoin. 
Lobelia  herb  from  Europe  was  dearer. 
Shippers  of  Brazilian  menthol  shaded 
their  quotations  by  £0-50  kg. 

Among  essential  oils  forward  anise 
was  down  by  £100  kg.  Also  easier  were 
petitgrain,  sassafras,  Chinese  spearmint, 
cinnamon  leaf,  Chinese  eucalyptus  and 
peppermint. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Adrenaline:  (Per  g)  1-kg  lots  synthetic  £0.25  g; 
acid  tartrate  £0.20  g. 

Aminacrine  hydrochloride:  BP  £45,83  per  kg. 
Ammonium     bicarbonate:     £68,60     metric  ton 
nominal. 

Ammonium  acetate:  BPC  1949  crystals  £0,4245 
kg  in  5Q-kg  lots;  strong  solution  BP  1953  £0,158 
kg  in  200-kg  lots. 

Calcium  lactate:  250  kg  lots  £412  metric  ton. 
Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £0.75  kg. 
Calamine:   BP  £557.00  per  1,000  kg  for  250-kg 
lots. 

Cinchocaine  hydrochloride:  £49,50  kg. 

Ether:  Anaesthetic  BP  2-litre  bottles  £1,76  each; 

130-kg  drums  £0.84  kg.  Solvent  BP  —  per  metric 

ton  in  130-kg  drums  £588. 

Ferrous  fumarate:  £1.50  kg  tor  50-kg  lots. 

Ferrous  gluconate:  £1,120  metric  ton  delivered. 

Ferrous  phosphate:  In  kegs  £493.50  metric  Ion. 

Gallic    acid:    BPC    in    1,000-kg    lots   £2.32  kg, 

nominal. 

Glucose:  (Per  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots)  mono- 
hydrate  £134;  anhydrous  £250;  liquid  43°  Baume 
£102   (5-drum  lots). 

Homatropine:    Hydrobromide    £56.00    kg;  methyl 
bromide  £58.00  kg. 
Hyoscine  hydrobromide:  £375.50  kg. 
Hyoscyamine  sulphate:  100-g  lots  £82.00  kg. 
Hypophosphites:  £  per  kg. 


12J-kg  50-kg 

Calcium  1.86  1.73 

Iron  3.77  3.63 

Magnesium  3.30  3.16 

Manganese  3.92  3.78 

Potassium  2.64  2.50 

Sodium  2.32  2.19 


Hypophosphorous  acid:  Pure,  50%  £1.8912  kg  for 
50-kg  lots.  BPC  1959,  30%,  £1.486  kg. 
Iodine:  Chilean  crude  £2.06^  per  kg;  resublimeii 
£3.25   in  50-kilo  lots. 

Iron  ammonium  sulphate:  250-kg  £205  metric  ton. 
Iron  and  ammonium  citrate:  (Per  metric  ton) 
granules  in  50-kg  lots  £780;  1-ton  £750.  Scales 
£950   and  £920  respectively. 

Iron   phosphate:  50-kg   lots  £517.80  metric  ton. 
Mersalyl:  Acid  £20.25  per  kg. 
IMestranol:  £120  kg. 

Oestradiol  benzoate:  £600-2700  per  kg. 

Sodium  acid  phosphate:   BP  crystals  £0.633  kg 

for  50-kg. 

Sodium  benzoate:  BP  in  500  kg  lots  £0,3969  kg. 
Sodium  bicarbonate:  BP  £39.76  per  1,000  kg 
minimum  10-metric  ton  iots  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £11.70  metric  ton. 
Sodium  chloride:  In  10-ton  lots  £10.07  metric 
ton  ex  works. 

'Sodium  fluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.0212  kg. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1958  in  50-kq  lots. 
£0.61  kg;  sticks  (BP  1958)  £1.38  kg  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.6574  kg. 
Sodium  sulphate:  BP  crystals  per  metric  ton 
£72.50;  commercial  £26.85. 
Sodium  sulphite:  Crystals  (50-kg)  £0.125  kg. 
Sorbitol:  Powder  £397.50  metric  ton  in  250-kg 
lots;  syrup  1-ton  £172. 

Strychnine:    In    5-10-kg    lots,    per    kg,  alkaloid 
£25.00;  sulphate  or  hydrochloride  £20.00 
Succinylsulpathiazole:   50-kg   £3.33  kg, 
Sulphadiazine:  50-kg  lots  £4.15  kg  micro  milled 
plus  £0.15, 

Sulphamethizole:   BP   250-kg    lots  £5.33  kg. 
Tetracycline  hydrochloride:  E12.00-E13.00  per  kg. 


Crude  drugs 

Aconite:  Spot  nominal;  £1,300  metric  ton,  cif. 

Aloes:    Cape    £1,350    metric    ton.    £1,300,  cif. 

Curacao  £1,400   spot;   £1,350  cif. 

Balsams     (kg)     Canada:    £18.00    cif.  Copaiba 

BPC   £2.55    spot;    £2.40,    cif,    Peru:    £9.00  spot; 

£8,90,  cif.  Tolu:  £3,75  spot;  no  cif. 

Belladonna:  (metric  ton)  Herb  £425  spot;  no  cif. 

Leaves  £800,  cif.  Root  £400-£590  spot. 

Benzoin:    BP    spot    £66,00-£71 .00    cwt;  £65.00- 

£70,00,  cif, 

Buchu:  Rounds  £3,00  kg  spot. 
Camphor;    Natural    powder,    £5,50   kg,    cif;  syn- 
thetic £0.78,  cif. 

Cardamoms   (per  lb  cif)   Alleppy  greens  No.  1 

£2.00;  prime  seeds  £1.95, 

Cascara:  £995  metric  on  spot. 

Cassia:  lignea  broken  £950  metric  ton,  cif;  whole 

£960,  cif. 

Cherry  bark:  Spot  £540  metric  ton;  £525,  cif. 
Chillies:  Nigerian  funtua  £320  ton  cif. 
Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £400  ton 
Cloves:  (Per  ton,  cif) — Ceylon  £2,860;  lyiadagac- 
car  £2,390;  Zanzibar  £2,450  nominal. 
Cochineal:  Spot.  Peruvian  silver-grey  £15.00  kg; 
Tenerife  black  £18.00,  both  nominal. 
Colocynth  pulp:  Spit,  £720  metre  ton. 
Dandelion:   Spot   nominal.    Forward   £820  metric 
ton,  cif,  Oct-Dec, 
Gentian:  Root  £1,95  kg  spot. 
Ginger:    (ton,    cif)    Cochin    £485,    Sierra  Leone 
unquoted;  Jamaican   No.  3  £895.   Nigerian  split 
£600  (£690  spot),  peeled  £795. 
Gums:    Acacia,    Kordofan    cleaned    sorts  $2,500 
metric  ton.  Karaya  No.  2  faq  £25,50  cwt  on  the 
spot.  Tragacanth:  £340  spot  for  50  kg. 
Henbane:  Niger  £1,300  metric  ton;  £1,250,  cif. 
Honey:   (per  ton   in  6-cwt  drums  ex-warehouse) 
Australian  light  amber  £420,  medium  £393,  Cana- 
dian £568.  Mexican  £488. 
Hydrastis:  £9.50  kg  spot;  £9.40,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:    (kg)   Costa  Rica  £350  spot;  £3.20 
cif.  Malta  Grosso  spot  nominal  £9.00,  shipment 
£9.50   nominal.    Colombian   £5.30;   £5.15  cif. 
Jalap:  Mexican  whole  tubers  £2,100  metric  ton. 
Kola  nuts:  W.  African  £1.60  metric  ton,  £150,  cif. 
Lanolin:    1,000   kg    lots   BP   grades   from  £960; 
cosmetic  £1,404;  technical  £940, 
Lemon  peel:  £870,  metric  ton  spot;  £860,  cif. 
Liquorice  root:   No   spot;   Chinese  for  shipment 
£250  metric  ton,  cif, 

Lycopodium:   Indian   £4,30  kg;   £4,00,  cif. 
Lobelia:    European   herb   £900   metric   ton  spot; 
£860,  cif;  American,  coarse  powder,  £470. 
Mace:  Grenada  No.   1   £3.024  ton  fob. 
Menthol:    Brazilian    £15.00    kg    spot;  shipment 
£14.00,  cif.  Chinese  £21.00  spot;  £20,00,  cif. 
Nutmeg:   (ton  cif)   East  India  80's  £1,675,  110's 
£1,650;    bwp    £1,320,    West    Indies    £1,650  for 
sound  unsorted. 

Nux   vomica:   £10   metric   ton   spot;   £130,  cif. 
Pepper:    (ton,    cif)    Sarawak    black   £755;  white 
£925.  Spot  £800  and  £1,035  respecfvely. 
Pimento  (ton)  Shipment  $(Jamaican)  2,500  fob. 
Podophyllum:   Root  £490   metric   ton  spot;  £490. 
shipment. 

Quillaia:  £1,350  metric  ton  spot;  £1,300,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60%  pinky  £1.40  kg. 
Sarsaparilla:  £1.25  kg  spot. 

Seeds:  (ton)  Anise:  China  Star  unselected  £725, 
cif.    Caraway:    Dutch    £365,    cif.    Celery:  Indian 
£400,    cif.    Coriander:    Moroccan    for  shipment 
£100,     cif.      Cum'n:     Indian     £750,     cif.  Dill: 
Chinese    for      shipment      £205;      Indian  £215, 
cif      Fennel:     £335,      cif.     Fenugreek:  £110, 
cif.  Mustard:  £320-£340  spot. 
Senega:  No  spot;  shipment  £6.60,  kg  cif  nominal. 
Senna:  Tinnevelly  faq  manufacturing  pods  £0.25 
kg;   leaves  No.  3  faq,  £0.27. 
Squill:  White  £1.50  kg  nominal  spot;  £1 .40  kg  cif. 
Styrax:   £2.55   kg   spot;   shipment  £2.50,  cif, 
Tonquin    beans:   £1  35   spot;    £1,30,  cif. 
Turmeric:    Madras   finger   £300   metric   ton  spot 
£280,  cif,  new  crop,  Feb. -March. 
Valerian:  Indian  new-crop  root  £600  metric  ton. 
Waxes:    Bees'    nominal.    Candelilla    £605  metric 
ton,   spot;  £590,   cif.  Carnauba  fatty  grey  £1,525 
spot;  £1.200.  cif,  prime  yellow  £2,100;  £2.000  cif. 
Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £1,85  kg;  £1.80,  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Anise:  £18.00  kg  spot;  £15.00  cif. 

Cinnamon:   Ceylon    leaf   £2.40   spot;    £2.25,  cif. 

English  distilled  bark  £180  kg. 

Citronella:   Ceylon   £2.00   kg   spot;  £1.70,  cif. 

Clove:   Madagascar  leaf  £2,60  kg  cif. 

Coriander:  £14.50  kg  spot. 

Cubeb:  English  distilled  £22.00  kg. 

Dill:  £16.00  kg  nominal. 

Eucalyptus:   Chinese  £7.00  kg  spot  and  cif  for 
80-85  per  cent.  Spanish /Portugese  £4.25,  cif. 
Peppermint:   (kg)   Arvensis  Brazilian  £5.00  spot; 
£4.50,     cif.     Chinese     £9.00     spot;     £9,40,  cif, 
American   piperata   from  £18,00, 
Petitgrain:  £6,25  kg  spot;  £6,00,  cif. 
Sassafras:    (cif)    Chinese    £1,90    kg;  Brazilian 
£1,55, 

Spearmint:  Chinese  £7,40  kg  spot  and  cif.  Ameri- 
can £10.00  spot. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press  but 
it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


VN^stminster 
rBport 


Government  to  restrict 
heating  and  lighting 

The  Government  is  to  introduce  compul- 
sory limits  on  heating  levels  in  buildings 
other  than  living  accommodation,  allow- 
ing a  maximum  of  20°C.  The  use  of 
electricity  for  external  display  and  ad- 
vertising purposes  during  daylight  hours 
will  also  be  restricted. 

Mr  Varley,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Energy,  told  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday  that  the  necessary  Orders  will 
be  laid  "shortly"  and  come  into  effect 
after  the  New  Year  holiday  period.  The 
suggestion  that  company  annual  reports 
should  state  expenditure  on  fuel  and  steps 
taken  to  save  energy  was  being  con- 
sidered. 

A  Department  of  Energy  spokesman 
told  C&D  it  was  too  early  yet  to  say  who 
would  be  exempt  from  the  restrictions, 
but  the  necessary  Statutory  Instruments 
stating  these  exemptions  would  probably 
be  published  within  a  week. 

No  lump  sum  for 
terminated  contracts 

Mr  Stephen  Ross  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Social  Services  if  she  would  extend  the 
lump  sum  payments  made  to  chemist  con- 
tractors for  costs  incurred  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  1974  to  chemists 
whose  contracts  terminated  before 
November  30.  Dr  D.  Owen.  Health 
Minister  replied,  "No.  This  matter  is 
rather  complex  and  I  am  writing  to  Mr 
Ross." 

Repeat  scripts  inquiry 

When  asked  what  progress  had  been 
made  with  the  Department  of  Health's 
studies  of  the  carbon  copy  scheme  for 
repeat  prescriptions,  Dr  D.  Owen,  Health 
Minister,  replied  that  no  conclusions  had 
been  reached  in  the  current  inquiries  into 
the  feasibility  and  cost  of  using  the  "no 
carbon  required"  repeat  prescription 
forms  in  the  NHS. 

Call  for  compensation  for 
vaccine-damaged  children 

MPs  debated  a  Commons  motion  last 
week  which  called  for  compensation  for 
vaccine-damaged  children.  Mr  Kenneth 
Lomas,  opening  the  debate,  estimated 
the  number  of  British  children  damaged 
by  vaccines  to  be  about  500 

Mr  Alfred  Morris,  Under-Secretary  of 
State,  Department  of  Health,  said  he 
understood  that  about  170  reports  of 
adverse  reactions  to  vaccines  were  re- 
ceived each  year.  The  Joint  Committee 
on  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  had 
carefully  reviewed  the  hazards  of  whoop- 
ing cough  vaccination  and  re-affirm  its 
view  that  it  should  be  continued  as  a 
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routine  procedure.  The  question  of  com- 
pensation was  being  considered  by  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Compensation  and 
3n  Civil  Liability. 

□  The  Department  of  Health  has  decided 
to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Family  Fund, 
5et  up  in  1972  to  give  financial  and  other 
lelp  to  children  who  are  handicapped 
from  birth,  to  all  severely  handicapped 
children  including  those  damaged  by  vac- 
cine, it  was  announced  last  week. 

Self-employed  'tax'  defeat 

The  Government's  plan  to  raise  national 
insurance  contributions  for  the  self-em- 
ployed was  defeated  in  the  House  of 
Lords  last  week.  An  amendment  to  re- 
duce the  contributions  paid  on  schedule 
D  profits  from  8  per  cent  to  5  per  cent, 
restoring  the  situation  to  what  it  was 
under  the  Social  Security  Act  1973,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  59  votes. 

[The  matter  was  to  be  discussed  again 
by  the  Commons  as  C&D  went  to  Press 
—Editor.] 

Contraceptives  and  nurses 

The  Department  of  Health  is  considering 
recent  suggestions  that  nurses  could  sup- 
ply oral  contraceptives  in  certain  circum- 
stances.  Lord  Wells-Pestel!  stated   in  a 


written  answer  to  the  Lords  last  week. 
Answering  a  further  question,  he  also 
stated  that  the  NHS  had  no  plans  to 
issue  warnings  to  potential  users  about 
the  failure  rates  of  contraceptive  devices, 
as  such  facts  were  not  precisely  known. 

Strong  small  firms  needed 

The  Government  desired  that  there  should 
be  a  strong,  healthy  and  profitable  small 
firms  sector  and  would  do  all  it  could  to 
assist  them,  said  Mr  Gregor  McKenzie, 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Industry,  in 
a  debate  on  small  businesses  in  the 
Commons  last  week.  He  said  he  was 
mindful  of  the  effect  of  local  rates  in 
small  businesses  and  understood  that  the 
present  system  needed  reforming.  The 
Layfield  Committee  was  looking  at  it 
and  the  Government  hoped  that  small 
businessmen  would  raise  the  matter  with 
that  Committee. 

News  in  brief 

□  Some  23,032,763  prescriptions 
(14,591,527  forms)  were  dispensed  by 
chemist  contractors  during  July  at  a  total 
cost  of  £23,317,647  —  an  average  of 
£1-01   per  prescription. 

□  Output  value  of  the  photographic  and 


document  copying  industry  in  the  UK 
during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  was 
£21  •42m  against  £21-20m  in  the  corres- 
ponding 1973  quarter  according  to 
Business  Monitor  PQ351. 

□  The  US  Food  and  Drug  Admini- 
stration, Department  of  Agriculture,  drug 
industry  and  meat  packers  met  last 
month  to  consider  steps  that  could  be 
taken  to  assure  adequate  supplies  of 
heparin.  Temporary  shortages  have  been 
reported,  resulting  from  inadequate  sup- 
plies of  hog  mucosa. 

□  An  Order  is  to  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment to  increase  the  maximum  fees 
chargeable  on  filing  a  complete  patent 
specification,  sealing  a  patent,  and  re- 
newal fees  from  the  fifth  to  16th  year 
of  the  patent.  The  draft  of  the  Order  — 
the  Patent  (Fees  Amendment)  Order 
1974  —  was  published  recently  (HM 
Stationery  Office,  4p). 

□  Bromocriptine,  which  acts  directly  on 
dopaminergic  receptors,  had  a  significant 
therapeutic  action  in  idiopathic  Parkin- 
sonism, according  to  the  report  of  a 
trial  in  a  recent  British  Medical  Journal. 
Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  who  supplied  the 
drug,  say  it  is  not  likely  to  be  on  the 
market  for  some  time  as  it  is  still 
undergoing  clinical  trials. 
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You  know  your  Pharmaceutical  wholesaling 
and  are  looking  for  broader  scope 


You  are  just  right  for  these  attractive 
new  opportunities  with  Evans  Medical, 
one  of  the  Glaxo  Group  of  companies. 
We  require  two  representatives  to 
maintain  and  develop  sales  and  customer 
relations  with  pharmaceutical  wholesale 
companies  in  the  following  territories: 

■  South  and  South-West  England 

■  Midlands  and  North-East  England 

We  manufacture  a  range  of  high  quality 
general  pharnraceuticals  distributed 
through  the  major  wholesalers. 
You  have  at  least  five  years'  experience 


in  pharmaceutical  wholesaling,  probably 
with  actual  selling  experience  in  the 
pharmaceutical  market. 
Our  conditions  of  employment  are 
attractive  and  include  a  salary  of  over 
£3000  plus  a  car  and  a  bonus  based  on 
the  profitability  of  the  Glaxo  Group. 
Please  write,  with  brief  career  details  to: 


Dr.  M.  C.  Cook, 
Management  Staff 
Adviser. 

Evans  Medical  Limited. 
Speke,  Liverpool  L24  9JD 


Please  address  Box  No.  replies  to:  Box  No   Chemist  &  Druggist, 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 


An  opportunity  arises  for  a 
young  energetic  PRODUCTION 
MANAGER  with  tablet  making 
experience  and  with  necessary 
disciplines  under  the  Medicines 
Licencing  Act  in  a  well  estab- 
lished and  progressive  small 
firm. 

Present  owner  is  preparing  for 
retirement  and  this  is  a  splen- 
did opportunity  for  partnership 
followed  by  full  ownership. 
Box  No  2290. 


Male  Dispensing  Assistant  required 
for  busy  friendly  pharmacy  N.E. 
Essex  coast.  Salary  plus  commis- 
sion.— Farebrother,  75  Frinton  Road, 
Holland-on-Sea,  Essex  C015  5UH. 
Phone:   0255  812100. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1974/75 

16  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  corp- 
oration tax  and  ACT,  for 
60p. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co.,  44a 
High  Street,  Croydon  CR9 
1UU  01-686  9144 
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Hospital  appointments  Miscellaneous 


WEST  BERKSHIRE  HEALTH  DISTRICT 
PHARMACIST 

required  for  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  (571  acute 
and  maternity  beds).  Experience  can  be  gained  in 
ward  pharmacy  and  sterile  and  non-sterile  manufac- 
turing procedures. 

Salary  scale  £2,325-£2,994  +  threshold  (from  January, 
1975).  Single  bridging  accommodation  possible. 
Reading  is  an  attractive  University  town  with  easy 
access  to  London  and  the  Thames  countryside. 
Details  and  application  form  from  Miss  J.  A.  Sherwin, 
District  Pharmaceutical  Officer,  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital,  London  Road,  Reading.  Tel:  0734-85111, 
Ext.  302. 


CLIFTON  HOSPITAL,  YORK 
PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

We  require  a  Pharmacy  Techni- 
cian to  assist  in  general  dispen- 
sing and  ward  visits  within  the 
Ward  Pharmacy  Service  covering 
a  group  of  Psychiatric  and  Men- 
tally Handicapped  Hospitals. 
Apothecaries  Hall  or  equivalent 
certificate  required. 

Salary  on  scale:  £1,452 — El, 962 
plus  Threshold  payments. 

For  further  details  please  con- 
tact the  Principal  Pharmacist, 
phone  York  24677,  ext.  13. 

Applications,  giving  the  names 
and  addresses  of  two  referees, 
should  be  sent  to  the  Hospital 
Secretary,  Clifton  Hospital,  York, 
Y03  6RD. 

North  Yorkshire  Area  Health 
Authority 
York  Health  District 


REDBRIDG'E/ 
WALTHAM  FOREST  AREA 
HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
EAST  RODING 
HEALTH  DISTRICT 

KING  GEORGE  HOSPITAL. 
Eastern  Avenue,  llford,  Essex 
BARKING  HOSPITAL,  Upney 
Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
PHARMACISTS  required  full  or 
part-time,  for  duties  at  either 
of  the  above  hospitals.  Both 
hospitals  are  In  pleasant  outer 
London  Residential  Areas  and 
are  both  adlacant  to  Under- 
ground Stations,  with  direct 
access  to  Central  London. 
Salary  scale  El  ,872-£2,340.  plus 
£126  p  a.  London  Weighting  and 
Threshold  Agreement  Payments. 
Enquiries  and  applications  to 
Dl^rlct  Pharmaceutical  Officer, 
Barking  Hospital,  Upnay  Lane. 
Barking,  Essex.  Telephone  No. 
01-594  3898. 


STARGEMS 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 

DISPLAYS 

Gentlemen  dispense  a  lighten- 
ing pick-me-up  for  your  business 
by  stocking  our  range  of  Star- 
Gems  Displays.  These  elegant 
little  salesmen  are  working  very 
successfully  all  over  Ihe  coun- 
try reaping  In  handsome  profits, 
continuity  of  which  Ig  assured 
by  repeats  from  our  huge  stock, 
fantastic  selection  on  each  dis- 
play giving  a  wonderful  range 
without  stocking  large  quantities 
of  each  line.  These  little  pep 
pills  can  be  working  for  yoii 
within  seconds  of  delivery. 
Every  line  clearly  marked  with 
suggested  retail  selling  price. 
Phone  Leicester  26403  (STD 
Code  0533)  now  or  write  to 
R.  F.  Vernon  &  Co.,  52  tvlount 
Road,  Leicester.  REI«1EI\^BEn 
presentation  spells  profits. 


HOME  BEER  &  WINEMAKING 
Wholesale  service 

Send  for  our  FREE  28-page 
CATALOGUE  listing  over  600 
items  from  20  different  manu- 
facturers. 

Kannon  Home  Brew  Centre  Ltd., 
Hayfield  Mills,  Haycliffe  Lane, 
Bradford  5. 

Tel:  Bradford  76243 


Shopfitting 


Shop  for  sale 


SUSSEX.  Drug  Store  in  main  road 
position  popular  Coast  town,  easy 
reach  sea,  country  and  river.  Cur- 
rent turnover  about  £38.000  per 
annum.  Lease  to  1982.  Lock  up 
premises,  flat  over  sublet.  Good 
supporting  shops.  Proposed  develop- 
ments should  help  business.  Asking 
price  £12,000  plus  s.a.v.  Near 
Offers  may  be  considered.  Box  No. 
2291. 


COWLIIMG  J 

a  low  cost.fully  guaranteed 
exterior  design  and  installation 
service  including  signs 
and  blinds  to  yourchoice. 

excellent  finance  terms  available 

01-653  0298 
THE  SPECIALISTS 

PETER  COWLIIMG  LTD       23  St.Aubyns  Road        Crystal  Palace        London       SE19  3AA  | 

Agents 


INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopflttings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  Instal- 
lations NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS  LTD.,  SHOP- 
FITTERS.  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD, 
BERKHAMSTED.  HERTS.  Tel.  5412-9. 


Trade  mark 


THE  TRADE  MARK  No.  853659  con- 
sisting of  the  word  HYCOLIN  and 
registered  in  respect  of  "All  goods 
included  in  Class  5,  but  not  inclu- 
ding veterinary  preparations  con- 
taining a  systematic  insecticide"  was 
assigned  on  the  18  July  1974  by 
WILLIAM  PEARSON  (HOLDINGS) 
LIMITED  of  63-64  New  Broad  Street, 
London  EC2  to  WILLIAM  PEARSON 
LIMITED  of  Clough  Road,  Hull  HU6 
7QA,  Yorkshire.  WITHOUT  THE 
GOODWILL  OF  THE  BUSINESS  IN 
WHICH   IT  WAS  THEN  IN  USE. 


SHOPFRONTS  and  Interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTINQ,  20  Rudd  Street, 
London,  SE18  SRS.  Tel:  01-864 
0343. 


SHOP  INTERIOR  FITTINGS  and 
SHOPFRONTS  for  CHEMISTS 

Phone  061-445  3506 
H.  A.  Peyser,  20  Fairlax  Ave. 
Didsbury,  Manchester  M20  OAJ 


ARONDE  LABORATORIES 

require  an  experienced  repre- 
sentative to  promote  the  sale  of 
their  Toiletry  Preparations  and 
Cosmetic  Bags  in  Central 
London. 

Earnings  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  exceed  £2,850,  by 
way  of  a  basic  salary  plus 
incentive  bonuses. 
A  Company  car  is  supplied  plus 
usual  benefits.  Please  reply, 
giving  details  of  previous  experi- 
ence to: 

Sales  Director, 
Aronde  Laboratories, 
Sherbourne  Avenue,  Binstead, 
Ryde,  isle  of  Wight,  P033  3QA. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Dirugglst 
25  New  Street  Square 
London,  EC4A  3JA 
Tel:  01-353  3212 


ANDRE  PHILIPPE  LTD. 

Require  immediately  two  ener- 
getic and  fully  experienced 
London  based  Reps  —  preferred 
ages  23-28  years — for  the  London 
Postal  Area  Districts,  each  Rep 
covering  a  separate  AREA  North 
or  South  of  the  river.  An  attrac- 
tive salary  -I-  expenses,  commis- 
sion and  car  provided.  Write  in 
first  instance  to: 

Mr.  L.  R.  'Silverstone,  Director, 
Andre  Philippe  Ltd., 
71/71b  Gowan  Avenue, 
London,  SW6  6RJ. 
Or  phone: 
736  2194/2397  for  appointment. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  excjuisave 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery.  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


I 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
PARCELS 

Gentlemen  you  cannot  do  better 
than  deal  with  the  specialists. 
£30  minimum  seven  days  appro- 
val. Contact  R.  F.  Vernon  & 
Co.,  52  Mount  Road,  Leicester, 
Phone  Leicester  26403  (STD 
Code  0533). 


PREMATURE  EJACULATION  can  be 
prevented  with  DEFERGEL.  6  tubes 
£2.75  (Retail  75p)  plus  VAT  Post 
Free  —  Lloyd's,  51,  Albert  Road 
Southsea,  Hants. 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  8 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our 
representative  will  call  anywhere. 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington 
Close,  Ledbury  Road,  London,  W.11 
Tel:  Park  3137-8 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— Runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  Interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  73219  or  Ashtead 
76626  or  write  Robin  Wheeler, 
"Maplehurst".  Park  Lane,  Ashtead, 
Surrey. 

GOOD  PRICES  always  paid  tor  com- 
plete old  Chemists  shop  Interiors, 
Including  shelf,  drawer,  and  dispen-' 
sing  units,  showcases,  Jars  etc.  127, 
Pancras  Rd..  London,  N.W.I.  01-387 
6039. 


Business  for 
sale 


Enquiries  are  invited  for  the 
purchase  of  a  small  Tablet 
Making  ^>usiness  licenced  under 
the  Medicines  Act,  equipped  to 
manufacture  Aspirin,  Paraceta- 
mol and  allied  products  together 
with  Saccharin  tablets.  Good 
quotas  of  material  available, 
fully  equipped  to  pack  in  bottles 
and  unit  pack  as  required  under 
recent  recommendations. 
Turnover  approx.  £200,000  per 
year  with  good  net  profits. 
Reason  for  sale  impending  re- 
tirement of  owner. 
All  enquiries  in  confidence. 
Box   No.  2289. 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying 
to  advertisements 
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1975  EINTIOK 

the  exporters'  information  service 


Nowthe  new  EXPORT  DATA  incorporating 
several  major  improvements  for  1  975 
including 

More  convenient  size,  deeper  binder,  more 
guide  cards,  separate  pages  for  each  country, 
monthly  up-dating  to  provide  whole 
replacement  pages. 

Before  1  Jan  75  £8.00       After  1  Jan  75  £1 0.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  Lyon  Tower 
Colliers  Wood  London  SW1  9  2J N 


We're  good  for  business. 


Jochem's  Hair  Preparation 

170CC 

£7.80  per  dozen + VAT 
Retail  price  £1.05  each 


Gill's  Medicated 
Dandruff  Remover  Shampoo 

75  CO 

£1.56  per  dozen + VAT 
Retail  price  22p  each 

Gill's  Grey-Go  Lotion 

75  cc 

£3.12  per  dozen  +  VAT 
Retail  price  43p  each 

Obtainable  from  your  local  wholesaler 
or  direct  from: 

BeauHsales  Ltd 

35  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4JH. 
Tel:  01-493  2565/6. 


sister 


Sister  Lauras  Food  i^oLB'omvi 

!  TH  Roil  fit  I 

encourages  healthy  babies  and  quiet  nights 


b3»" 


SISTER  LAURAS  INFANT  &  INVALID  FOOD  CO.  Bishopbriggs  Glasgow  G64  I PF 


L£tL^'STS  I 


Toiley's  Income  Tax  1974/75 

59th  edition  by  Derek  E  Cox  FCAwith  Eric  L  Harvey  FCA. 
Includes  development  gams  tax  and  other  new  legislation 
ntroduced  by  Finance  Act  1974. 

Available  now  £3.00 
Toiley's  Corporation  Tax  1974/75 

New  edition  by  Derek  E  Cox  FCA.  Also  includes  provisions  of 
Finance  Act  1  974. 

Available  now  £1.50 
The  Property  Taxation  Provisions  of  the 
Finance  Act  1974    by  Robert  W  Maas  ACA 
Available  now  £3.00 
For  details  of  other  titles  and  of  our  subscriber  service,  please 
write  toTolley  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.,  44a  High  Street, 
Cioydon  CR9  1  UU. 

A  member  of  the  Benn  Group 


PORTIA  CHEMISTS'  SUNDRIES 


PORTIA 

ACTINOTHERAPY 
GOGGLES  &  GOGGLETS 

As  supplied  with  Sunlamps 
made  by  well-known  makers.  . 


Obtainable  from 
your  usual 
wholesaler,  or 
Write  for  details  to: 


Other  SOLPORT  products 
include: — 

Portia  Holdalls  &  Sponge  Bags. 
Portia  Manicure  Requisites. 
Easifix  Finger  &  Thumbstalls. 
Nerissa  Powder  Puffs. 
Loofah  Bath  Gloves  &  Pads. 
Watersprite  Face  Cloths. 

SOLPORT  BROS.  LTD. 

Goring-by^Sea.    Worthing  44861 


ORALGER 


i 


pTllets  I  MOUTH  ULCERS 


TU£  ONLY  PELLETS  WITH  COMBINED 
ANTIBACTERIAL  &  ANTIFUNGAL  ACTION 


E^O^H 


IMEWBALL&  MASON  LTD. 

Established  In  1850 

THE   MOST   COMPREHENSIVE    RANGE   OF   HERBAL  EXTRACTS. 
CULINARY     HERBS.     SPICES.     FOOD    FLAVOURS    AND  FOOD 
COLOURS. 

Specially  packed  with  the  retail  Pharmacy  in  mind. 
Send  for  detailed  price  list  or  telephone  SEDGLEY  2537. 

DORMSTON  TRADING  ESTATE, 
BURTON    ROAD.    DUDLEY,   WEST    MIDLANDS,  0Y1BR. 
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ANINTOUNCEMEIMT 


R  W  UNWIN  AND  COMPANY 
LIMITED  have  pleasure  in 
announcing  that  they  have  been 
appointed  Sole  Selling  Agents  and 
Distributors  in  the  United  Kingdom 
by  JUZEN  CHEMICAL  COMPANY 
LIMITED,  1-lOKiba-Machi, 
Toyama,  Japan. 

The  following  products  are  available 
for  prompt  shipment  from  Japan: 

1.  BARBITURIC  ACID 

2.  CYANOACETAMIDE 

3.  I,  3  DIMETHYL 
BARBITURIC  ACID 

4.  MALONONITRILE 

Samples  and  specification  sheets  available  on  request 
Please  direct  your  enquiries  to: 

R  W  UNWIN  &  CO  LTD 

PROSPECT  PLACE     *     WELWYN     ★  HERTS 


Telephone:  04387  6441      *     Cables:  Unco     *     Telex:  24903 
4  Lines  Welwyn 


